s;  ^  c 
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NEW-YORK,  SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  25,  1815. 


Ao.  17. 


The  Treaty  of  Peace,  duly  ratified, 
has  been  received  in  t^lis  city  :  and  is  now 
presented  to  the  readers  of  the  Examiner, 
with  the  most  cordial  felicitations  of  the 
Editor. 

period  of  universal  and  enthusiastic 
rapture,  is,  perhaps,  neither  a  proper,  nor  an 
expedient  one,  for  ileliherate  retrospection. 
A  terrible  account,  however,  with  this  abu¬ 
sed  and'cpppressed  nation,  have  the  admini¬ 
strators  of  this  govermcnt,  to  settle.  Of  that 
I  am  content  to  pass  the  subject 
at  the  present  moment,  with  observing,  that 
the  treaty  is  honoitrahle  to  the  country :  in¬ 
asmuch  as  none  of  its  real  rischis  ^ve 
been  sacrificed  or  abandoned ;  but  diss^race- 
fuL  to  the  aAministration :  inasmuch  as  not  a 
single  matter  set  forth  in  Mr.  Madison^s  de¬ 
claration  of  war,  is  so  much  as  even  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  treaty.  Points  have  been 
drawm  into  controversy,  however, which,but 
for  the  war,  would  have  left  all  territorial 
questions  undisturbed.  These  are  to  be 
settled  hereafter.  But  from  the  settlement 
W’e  can  gain  nothing,  though  we  may  lose 
much.  Except  for  this,  Mr.  Madison  has 
dismounted  his  war  horse,  with  just  about  as 
much  pleasure  and  reputation,  as  poor  John 
(lilnin  did;  for,  where  he  first  got  up,  he  did 
get  down  asrain ! 

But  let  us  rejoice,  although  three  hundred 
millions  of  money  have  been  squandered  in 
the  wicked  and  unavailing  conflict;  let  us 
rejoice,  that  profligacy  has  no  longer  a  pre¬ 
tence  to  plunder  the  people  of  their  inheri¬ 
tances  !  Although  fifty  thousand  lives  have 
been  sacrificed,  let  us  rejoice,  that  the  de¬ 
stroying  angel  has  been  made  to  sheathe 
the  sword !  Although  the  groans  of  poverty 
and  suffering  have  scarce  ceased  to  pierce 
our  ears,  let  us  rejoice,  because  hope  has 
again  beamed,  and  peace  promised  her  bless* 
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ings  to  our  bleeding  and  mourning  country* 

But  while  we  rejoice  on  account  of  A 
peace,  which  brings  us  not  one  of  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  war,  let  us  look  back  with  holy 
horror  and  detest  that  war.  None  caii 
truly  hail  this  ^eace  with  rapture,  who* 
does  not  curse  the  w^ar.  For,  how  could 
the  war  be  just,  if  the  peaCe,  wluch  hak 
abandoned  every  object  of  the  war,  is  ho^ 
nourable !  But  the  w^ar  was  wicked,  ana 
therefore  only  is  the  peace  bmoitriitde. 

JAMES  MADISON, 

President  of  the  United  States  cf  America, 

To  all  and  singular  to  w  hom  these  presents 
shall  come.  Greeting: 

WHEREAS  a  treaty  of  Peace  and  Ami¬ 
ty  between  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  his  Britannic  Majesty  was  signed  at 
Ghent,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
by  Plenipotentiaries  appointed  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  ;  and  the  said  treaty  having  been,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Se¬ 
nate  of  the  United  States,  duly  accepted, 
ratified,  and  confirmed,  oh  the  seventeenth 
day  of  Febniary,  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  add  fifteen ;  and  ratified  copies  thereof 
having  been  exchanged,  agreeably  to  the 
tenor  of  the.  said  treaty,  which  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

TREATY  OF  PEACE  AND  AMITY 
BETWEEN 

HIS  BRiTANNK  MAJESTY 
AND 

7HE  UNITED  STATES  OF  JMBRiCJ. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  desirous  of  terminating 
the  war  w^hich  has  unhappily  subsisted  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries,  and  of  restoring 
upon  principles  of  jierfect  reciprocity, 
peace,  friendship,  and  good  understanding 
between  them,  have,  for  that  purpose,  ap¬ 
pointed  their  respective  plenipotentiaries, 
that  is  to  say :  Hia  Britannic  Maiesty,  od 
his  part,  has  appointed  the  right  honourable 
James,  Lord  Gambler,  late  admiral  of  the 
white,  now  admiral  of  the  red  squadron  of 
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II h  Majesty's  fleet,  Henry  Goulburn,  Es¬ 
quire,  a  meinher  of  the  Imperial  Parlia¬ 
ment  and  Under  Secretary  of  State,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Adams,  Esq.  Doctor  of  Civil  Laws 
And  the  President  of  the  United  States,  hy 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Se¬ 
nate  tliereof,  has  appointed  John  (Quincy 
Adams,  James  A.  Bayard,  Henry  Clay,  Jo¬ 
nathan  Russell, and  Albert  Gallatin,  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  w  ho,  after  a  reciprocal 
communication  of  their  respective  full  pow¬ 
ers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following;  articles : 
ARTICLE  THE  FIRST. 

There  shall  he  a  firm  and  universal 
Peace  between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and 
the  United  States,  and  between  their  re¬ 
spective  countries,  territories,  cities,  towns, 
and  peoj^le,  of  every  degree,  without  ex- 
cejdion  of  places  or  persons.  All  hostili¬ 
ties,  both  by  sea  and  land,  shall  cease  as 
soon  as  this  treaty  shall  have  been  ratified 
by  both  parties,  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 
All  territory,  places,  and  f)ossessioiis  what¬ 
soever,  taken  from  either  party  by  the  other, 
during  the  war,  or  w  hich  may  be  taken  af¬ 
ter  the  signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  on¬ 
ly  the  islands  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall 
be  restored  without  delay,  and  without 
causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying  away 
any  of  the  artillery  or  other  \)ublic  proper 
ty  originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or 
places,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  up¬ 
on  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty,  or  any  slaves,  or  other  private  pro¬ 
perty.  And  all  archives,  records,  deeds, 
and  papers,  either  of  a  public  nature,  or 
belonging  to  private  persons,  w  hich,  in  this 
course  of  the  war,  may  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  officers  of  either  party,  shall 
be,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  forthwith 
restored  ami  delivered  to  the  proper  autho¬ 
rities  and  persons  to  whom  they  respec¬ 
tively  belong.  Such  of  the  islands  in  the 
Bay  of  Passamaquoddy  as  are  claimed  hy 
both  parties,  shall  remain  in  possession  of 
the  party  in  whose  occupation  they  may  be 
at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  of  this  treaty,  until  the  decision  re¬ 
jecting  the  title  to  the  said  islands  shall 
have  been  made  in  conformity  with  the 
fourth  article  of  this  treaty.  No  disposi¬ 
tion  made  by  this  treaty,  as  to  such  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  islands  and  territories  claimed 
by  both  parties,  shall,  in  any  manner  what- 
€  ver,  be  construed  to  affect  the  right  of 
cither. 

ARTICLE  THE  SECOND. 

Ijnmediately  after  the  ratifications  of  this 


treaty  by  both  parties,  as  hereinafter  men¬ 
tioned,  orders  shall  he  sent  to  the  armies, 
squadrons,  officers,  subjects  ami  citizens,  of 
the  two  powers  to  cease  from  all  hostilities  : 
And  to  prevent  all  causes  of  complaint 
which  might  arise  on  account  of  the  prizes 
which  may  be  taken  at  sea  after  the  said  ra¬ 
tifications  of  this  treat3%  it  is  reciprocally 
agreed,  that  all  vessels  and  effects  which 
may  be  taken  after  the  space  of  twelve 
days  from  the  said  ratifications,  upon  all 
parts  of  the  coast  of  North  America,  from 
the  latitude  of  tweiitj^-three  degrees  north, 
to  the  latitude  of  fift^'  degrees  north,  and  as 
far  eastward  in  the  Atlantic  ocean,  as  the 
thirty-sixth  degree  of  west  longitude  from 
the  meridian  of  Greenw  ich,  shall  be  restor¬ 
ed  on  each  side  :  That  the  time  shall  he 
thirty  days  in  all  other  parts  of  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  ocean,  north  of  the  equinoctial  line  or 
equator,  and  the  same  time  for  the  British 
and  Irish  channels,  for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  all  parts  of  the  West  Indies:  Forty 
da^  for  the  North  Seas,  for  the  Baltic,  ami 
for^all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean  Sixty 
days  from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  south  of  the 
equator  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  the  Cape  (>f 
Good  Hope :  Ninety  days  for  ever\'^  part  of 
the  world  south  of  the  ecpiator  :  And  one 
hundred  and  twenty  days  for  all  other  parts 
of  the  world  without  exception. 

ARTICLE  THE  THIRD. 

All  prisoners  of  war  taken  on  either  side, 
as  well  hy  land  as  hy  sea,  shall  be  restored  as 
soon  as  practicable  after  the  ratifications 
this  treaty,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  on 
their  paying  the  debts  w  hich  they  may 
I  have  contracted  dtiring  their  captivity.-— 
The  two  contracting  parties  respectively 
engage  to  discharge,  in  specie,  the  advan¬ 
ces  which  may  have  been  made  by  the  other 
for  the  sustenance  and  maintenance  of  such 
prisoners. 

ARTICLE  THE  FOURTH. 

Whereas  it  was  stipulated  by  the  second 
article  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  of  one  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  be¬ 
tween  his  Britannic  Mf^jesty  and  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  of  America,  that  the  boundary 
of  the  United  States  should  comprehend  all 
islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part 
of  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and  ly¬ 
ing  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from 
the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries, 
between  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  one  part,  and 
East  Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respective¬ 
ly  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  ocean,  excepting  such  Islands  as  now 
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hre,  or  heretofore  have  beeii,  within  tl>e  li- 
mils  of  Nova  Scotia ;  and  tvliereas  the  se¬ 
veral  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passarnaquoddy, 
which  is  part  of  ihe  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the 
Atlantic  ocean,exce;)ting3Uchisland3  as  now 
are  claimed  by  I  he  U nited  States  as  being  com 
prehended  witliin  their  aforesaid  bounda¬ 
ries,  which  said  islands  are  claimed  as  be¬ 
longing  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  as  having 
been  at  the  time  of,  and  previous  to,  the 
aforesaid  treaty  of  one  thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-three  wilhin  the  limits  of 
the  province  of  Nova  Scotia.  In  order, 
therefore,  finally  to  decide  upon  these  claims, 
it  is  agreed  that  they  shall  l>e  referred  to 
two  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  the 
following  manner,  viz:  one  commissioner 
shall  be  apptnnted  by  his  Britannic  Majes¬ 
ty,  and  one  by  the  President  of  ihe  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  thereof,  and  Ihe  said  two  com¬ 
missioners  so  appointed,  shall  be  sworn  im¬ 
partially  to  examine  and  decide  u{>on  the 
said  claims  according  to  such  evidence  as 
shall  be  laid  before  them  on  the  [)art  of  his 
Britannic  IMaJesty  and  of  the  United  States 
respectively.  The  said  commissioners 
shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in  the  province 
of  New'  Brunswick,  and  shall  have  power 
to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or  places  as 
they  sliall  think  fit.  The  said  commis¬ 
sioners  shall,by  a  declaration  or  report  under 
their  hands  and  seals,  decide  to  which  of 
the  two  contracting  parties  the  several 
islands  aforesaid  do  respectively  belong,  in 
conformity  with  the  true  intent  of  the  said 
Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighU  -three.  And  if  the  said 
commissioners  shall  agree  in  (heir  decision, 
both  parlies  shall  consider  such  decision  as 
final  and  conclusive.  It  is  further  agreed,  | 
that  in  the  event  of  the  two  commissio!!- 
ers  differing  upon  all  or  any  of  the  matters 
so  referred  to  them,  or  in  the  event  of  'ooth 
or  either  of  the  said  commissioners  refusing, 
or  declining,  or  wilfully  omitting,  to  act  as 
such,  they  shall  make  jointly  or  separately, 
a  report  or  reports  aa  well  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  as  to  that  of 
the  United  States,  stating  in  detail  the 
points  on  which  they  differ,  and  the  grounds 
upon  which  their  respective  opinions  have 
been  formed,  or  the  grounds  u[)on  which 
they,  or  either  of  them,  have  so  refused,  de¬ 
clined,  or  omitted  to  act.  And  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majesty,  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  hereby  agree  to  refer  the  re 
port  or  reports  of  the  said  commissioners, 
to  gome  friendly  sovereign  or  state,  to  be 


then  named  for  that  purpose,  and  who  shall 
be  requested  to  decide  on  the  differences 
which*  may  be  stated  in  the  said  report  o^ 
reports,  or  upon  the  report  of  one  commis 
sioner,  together  with  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  other  commissioner  shall  have 
refused;  declined,  or  omitted  to  act,  as  the 
case  may  be.  And  if  the  commissioner  so 
refusing,  declining,  or  omitting  to  act,  shall 
also  w  ilfully  omit  to  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  has  so  done,  in  such  manner  that 
the  said  statement  may  be  referred  to  such 
friendly  sovereign  or  state,  together  with 
the  re|)ort  of  such  other  cornmissioiier,  then 
such  sovereign  or  state  shall  decide  ex  parte 
uf)on  the  Said  report  alone-  And  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majesty  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  engage  to  consider  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  some  friendly  sovereign  or  state 
to  be  final  and  conclusive  on  all  the  mat-* 
ters  so  referred. 

ARTICLE  THE  FIFTH; 

Whereas  neither  that  point  of  the  high¬ 
lands  lying  due  north  of  the  River  St* 
Croix,  and  designated  in  the  former  treaty 
of  jieace  between  the  two  powers,  as  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scxitia,  now  the 
northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut  ri¬ 
ver,  hns  yet  been  ascertained ;  and  wh'=‘re- 
as  that  part  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  dominion  of  the  two  pow’ers  which  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  source  of  the  river  St-  Croix 
directly  north  to  the  abovementioned  nortli- 
west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  thence  along 
the  said  highlands  which  divide  those  ri¬ 
vers  that  efnpty  themselves  into  the  river 
St.  liawrence  fmm  those  which  fall  into 
the  Atlant’c  ocean  to  the  northwesternm  ost 
head  of  Connecticut  river,  thence  down 
along  the  muldle  of  that  river  to  the  forty- 
fifth  degree  of  nortli  latitude;  thence  by  a 
line  due  west  on  said  latitude  until  it 
strikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Catiiraguy,  has 
not  yet  been  survey eil ;  it  is  agreed,  that 
for  these  several  pur[>ose8,  two  commission^ 
ers  shall  be  appointed,  sworn,  and  authori¬ 
zed,  to  act  exactly  in  the  manner  directed 
with  respect  to  those  rhentioiie«l  irt  the  next 
preceding  tirticle,  unless  otherwise  sim  cifi- 
ed  in  the  present  article.  The  said  rom«» 
missioners  shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in 
the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  and  sha’l 
have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  plac^ 
or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit<  The  said 
commissioners  shall  have  power  to  ascer¬ 
tain  and  determine  the  points  aboY->,Y,Pii. 
tioned,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  said  treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  shall 


THE  EXAMINER. 


314 

cauise  the  boundary  aforesaid,  from  the 
source  of  the  river  St.  Croix  to  the  river 
Iroquois  or  Cataraguy,  to  be  surveyed  and 
marked  according  to  the  said  provisions. 
The  said  commissioners  shall  make  a  map 
of  the  said  boundary,  and  annex  to  it  a  de¬ 
claration  under  their  hands  and  seals,  cer¬ 
tifying  it  to  be  the  true  map  of  the  said 
boundary,  and  particularising  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  of  the  north  western  most  head 
of  Connecticut  river,  and  of  such  other 
points  of  the  said  boundary  as  they  may 
deem  proper.  And  both  parties  agree  to 
consider  such  map  and  declaration  as  final¬ 
ly  and  conclusively  fixing  the  said  bounda¬ 
ry.  And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  com¬ 
missioners  ditfering,  or  both,oreitherof  them 
refusing  or  declining,  or  wilfully  omitting 
to  act,  such  reports,  declarations,  or  state¬ 
ments,  shall  be  made  by  theoi,  or  either  of 
them,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly  so¬ 
vereign  or  state,  shall  be  n^ade,  in  all  re¬ 
spects  as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  arti¬ 
cle  is  contained,  and  in  as  full  a  manner  as 
if  the  same  was  herein  repeated. 

ARTICLE  THE  SIX'PH. 

Whereas  by  the  former  treaty  of  peace 
that  portion  of  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States  from  the  point  where  the  forty-fifth 
degree  of  north  latitude  strikes  the  river 
Iroquois  or  Cataraguy,  to  the  Lake  Supe¬ 
rior,  was  declared  to  be  “  along  the  middle 
of  said  river  into  Lake  Ontario,  through  the 
middle  of  said  lake  un-tH  it  strikes  the  com¬ 
munication  by  water  between  that  lake  and 
Lake  Erie,  thence  along  the  middle  of  said 
communication  into  Lake  Erie,  through 
the  middle  of  said  lake  until  it  arrives  at 
the  water  cemmunicatioii  into  the  ‘  Lake 
Huron,  thence  through  the  middle  of  said 
lake  to  the  water  communication  between 
that  lake  and  Lake  Superior.’”  And 
whereas  doubts  have  arisen  what  was  the 
middle  of  said  river,  lakes  and  water  com^ 
wunications,  and  whether  certain  islands 
lying  in  the  same  were  within  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  or  of  the 
United  States :  In  order,  therefore,  finally 
to  decide  these  doubts,  they  shall  be  refer¬ 
red  to  two  commissioners,  to  be  appointed, 
sworn,  and  authorized  to  act  exactly  in  the 
manner  directed  with  respect  to  those  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  next  preceding  article,  unless 
olherwise  specified  in  this  present  article. 
'The  said  commissioners  shall  meet,  in  the 
first  instance,  at  Albany,  in  the  state  of 
Ne^Y-York,  and  shall  have  power  to  ad¬ 


journ  to  such  other  place  or  places  as  they 
shall  think  fit.  The  said  commissioners 
shall,  by  a  reiiort  or  declaration,  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  designate  the  boundary 
through  the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water 
communications,  and  decide  to  which  of 
the  two  contracting  parties  the  several  isl¬ 
ands  lying  within  the  said  river,  lakes  and 
water  communications,  do  re8[)ectively  be¬ 
long,  ill  conformity  with  the  true  intent  of 
the  said  treaty  of  one  thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty -three.  And  both  parties 
agree  to  consider  such  designation  and  de¬ 
cision  as  final  and  conclusive.  And  in  the 
event  of  the  said  two  commissioners  differ¬ 
ing,  or  both,  or  either  of  them,  refusing,  de¬ 
clining,  or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such 
reports,  declarations,  or  statements  shall  be 
made  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  and  such 
reference  to  a  friendly  sovereign  or  state 
shall  be  made  in  all  respects  as  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  part,  of  the  fourth  article  is  contained, 
and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was 
herein  repeated. 

ARTICLE  THE  SEVENTH. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  said  two  last 
mentioned  commissioners,  after  they  shall 
have  exeeutf^d  the  duties  assigned  to  them 
in  the  preceding  articles,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized,  upon  their  oaths  im¬ 
partially  to  fix  and  determine,  according  to 
the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace, 
of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  that  part  of  the  boundary  between 
the  dominions  of  the  two  powers,  which  ex¬ 
tend  from  the  water  communication  be¬ 
tween  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  to  the 
most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  to  decide  to  w  hich  of  the  two  par¬ 
ties  the  several  islands  lying  in  the  lakes, 
water  communications,  and  rivers,  forming 
the  said  boundary,  do  respectively  belong, 
in  conformity  with  the  true  intent  of  the 
said  treaty  of  peace,  of  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty- three ;  and  to  cause 
such  parts  of  the  said  boundary,  as  require 
it,  to  be  surveyed  and  marked.'  The  said 
commissioners  shall,  by  a  report  or  declara¬ 
tion  under  their  hands  and  seals,  designate 
the  boundary  aforesaid,  state  their  decision 
on  the  points  thus  referred  to  them,  and  par¬ 
ticularise  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the 
most  north  western  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 
W oods,  and  of  such  other  part  of  the  said 
boundary  as  they  may  deem  proper.  And 
both  parties  agree  to  consider  such  designa¬ 
tion  and  decision  as  final  and  conclusive* 
And  in  the  event  of  the  said  tw(^  commis- 
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fiioners  differing,  or  both,  or  either  of  them 
refusing,  declining,  or  wilfully  omitting  to 
act,  such  reports,  declarations,  or  statements, 
shall  be  made  by  them,  or  either  of  them, 
and  such  reference  to  a  friendly  sovereign 
or  stale,  shall  be  made  in  all  respects,  as  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  con¬ 
tained,  and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same 
was  herein  repeated. 

ARTICLE  THE  EIGHTH. 

The  several  boards  of  two  commission¬ 
ers,  mentioned  tn  the  four  preceding  arti¬ 
cles,  shall  respectively  have  [K)wer  to  ap¬ 
point  a  secretary,  and  to  employ  such  sur¬ 
veyors  or  other  persons  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary.  Duplicates  of  all  their  respec¬ 
tive  reports,  declarations,  statements  and 
decisions,  and  of  their  accounts,  and  of  the 
Journal  of  their  proceedings  shall  be  deli¬ 
vered  by  them  to  the  agents  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majesty,  and  to  the  agents  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  wHo  may  be  respectively  ap¬ 
pointed  and  authorized  to  manage  the  busi¬ 
ness  on  behalf  of  their  respective  govern¬ 
ments.  The  said  commissioners  shall  be 
respectively  paid  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  agreed  between  the  two  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  such  agreement  being  to  be  settled  at 
the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  this  treaty.  And  all  other  expenses  at¬ 
tending  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  de¬ 
frayed  equally  by  the  two  parties.  And  in 
the  case  of  death,  sickness,  resignation  or 
necessary  absence,  the  place  of  every  sucli 
commissioner  respectively  shall  be  suppli¬ 
ed  in  the  same  manner  as  such  commission¬ 
er  was  first  appointed,  and  the  new  com¬ 
missioner  shall  take  the  same  oath  or  affir¬ 
mation,  and  do  the  same  duties.  It  is  fur¬ 
ther  agreed  between  the  two  contract¬ 
ing  parties,  that  in  case  any  of  the  islands 
mentioned  in  any  of  the  preceding  articles, 
which  w'ere  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the 
parties  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war  between  the  two  countries, 
should,  by  the  decision  of  any  of  the  boahls 
of  commissioners  aforesaid,  or  of  the  sove-; 
reign  or  state  so  referred  to,  as  in  the  four 
next  preceding  articles  contained,  fall  with¬ 
in  the  dominions  of  the  other  party,  all 
grants  of  land  made  previous  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war  by  the  party  having 
had  such  possession,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if 
such  island  or  islands,  had  by  such  decision 
or  decisions,  been  a^udged  to  be  within  the 
dominions  of  the  party  having  such  posses¬ 
sion. 

ARTICLE  THE  NINTH. 

The  United  States  of  America  engage  to  put 


an  end  immcdiat^dj  after  the  ratification  of  th® 
present  Treaty  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes 
or  nations  of  Indians,  with  Wf  lioiii  they  may  be  at 
war  at  the  time  of  such  I’atifieation ;  and  Ibrth- 
with  to  restore  to  such  tribes  or  nations, 
spectively,'all  the  possessions,  rights,  and  pri¬ 
vileges,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or  Ijeen 
entitled  to  in  one  tliousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven,  previous  to  such  hostilities  :  Provided 
alnays^  that  such  tribes  or  nations  shall  agree  to 
desist  from  all  hostilities,  against  the  United 
States  of  America,  llieir  citizens  and  subjects, 
upon  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty  being 
notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so 
desist  accordingly.  And  His  Britannic  Majesty 
engages,  on  his  part,  to  put  an  end  immediately 
after  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty,  to 
hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of  In¬ 
dians  with' whom  he  may  be  at  war  at  the  time 
of  such  ratification,  and  forthwith  to  restore  to 
such  tribes  of  nations  respectively,  all  the  pos¬ 
sessions,  rights  and  privileges,  which  they  may 
have  enjoyed  or  been  entitled  to,  in  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  previous  to  such 
hostilities:  Provided  altvoys.  That  such  tribes 
or  nations  shall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostili¬ 
ties  against  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  bis  sub¬ 
jects,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty 
being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall 
so  desist  accordios:lv. 

ARTICLE  THE  TENTH. 

Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable 
w  ith  tlie  principles  of  humanity  and  Justice,  and 
whereas  i>Jth  his  Majesty  and  the  United  State! 
are  desirous  of  continuing  their  efforts  to  pro¬ 
mote  its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby  agreed 
that  both  the  contracting  parties  shall  use  their 
best  endeavours  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an 
object. 

ARTICLE  THE  ELEVENTH. 

This  Treaty,  when  the  sanoe  shall  have  'been 
ratified  on  both  sides,  without  alteraMon  by  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  coutractiug  parties,  and  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  mutually  exchanged,  shall  be  binding  on 
both  parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  ex¬ 
changed  at  Washington,  in  the  space  of  four 
months  from  this  day,  or  sooner  if  practicable. 

In  faith  whereof,  we  the  respective 
Plenipotentiaries  have  signed  this 
treaty,  and  have  thereunto  a&ed 
our  seals. 

Done,  in  triplicate,  at  Ghent,  the  twen¬ 
ty-fourth  day  of  December,  <  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four¬ 
teen. 

!L.  S.)  g  am  BIER, 

L.  S.)  HENRY  GOULBURN, 

L.  S.)  WILLIAM  ADAMS, 

L.  S.)  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

L.  S.)  J.  A.  BAYARD, 

L.  S.)  H.  CLAY, 

(L.  S.)  JONA.  RUSSEL, 

(L.  S.)  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end,  that  the  said  * 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  may  be  observed 
with  good  faith,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  I  James  Madison,  President  as  afdresaid. 
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have  caused  the  premise.^  to  vie  made  public; 
and  I  do  lierebj  enjoin  all  persons  bearing  office, 
eivil  or  military,  within  the  United  States,  and 
all  other  citizens  or  inhabitants  thereof,  or  being 
•  within  the  same,  fHithfully  to  observe  and  fulfil 
the  said  treaty  and  every  clause  and  article 
thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  Hates  to  be  affixed 
(Seal,^  to  these  presents,  and  signed  the  same 
with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this 
eighteenth  day  of  February,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  and  of  the  sove¬ 
reignty  and  independence  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  the  thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President, 

JAMES  MONROE,  . 

Acting  Secretary  of  State.  ♦ 

DECLARATION  OP  WAR. 

Preparatory  to  an  investigation  of  the 
claims  of  the  American  administration  to 
the  abhorrence  of  the  American  people,  I 
take  occasion  to  republish  those  Documents 
which  are  usually  denominated  a  m.\nI' 
FESTo.  They  consist  of  a  message 
from  the  President  to  both  houses  of  Con¬ 
gress;  and  a  report  of  the  committee  on  Fo¬ 
reign  Relations,  to  whom  the  Message  had 
been  referred.  Upon  these  documents, 
congress  proceeded  to  legislate,  and  closing 
their  doors  against  the  People,  as  they  had 
already  done  their  hearts  against  humanity, 
and  their  heads  against  wisdom,  seemed  on¬ 
ly  anxious  that  the  nation  should  be  for 
ever  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  powerful  ap- 

^  I 

peals  which  they  had  resolved  to  receive 
from  the  friends  of  peace  with  silent  con¬ 
tempt  or  open  contumely.  [Cour.  Ed. 

MESSAGE; 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

I  communicate  to  congress  certain  docu¬ 
ments,  being  a  continuation  of  those  hereto¬ 
fore  laid  before  them,  on  the  subject  of  our 
affairs  with  Great  Britain. 

Withput  going  back  beyond  the  renewal 
in  1803,  of  the  war  in  which  Great  Britain 
is  engaged,  and  omitting  unrepaired  wrongs 
9f  inferior  magnitude,  the  conduct  of  her 
l^pyerimient  prei eats  a  series  of  acts  hostile 


to  the  United  States  as  an  independent  and 
neutral  nation. 

British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  conti* 
nued  practice  of  violating  the  Americaa 
fliig  on  the  great  high  way  of  nations,  and 
of  seizing  and  carrying  off  persons  dfeailing 
under  it ;  not  in  the  exercise  of  a  belliger¬ 
ent  right  founded  on  the  law  of  nationi 
against  an  enemy,  but  of  a  municipal  prero¬ 
gative  over  British  subjects.  British  juiii- 
dictiun  is  thus  extended  to  neutral  vessels  in 
a  situation  where  no  laws  can  operate  but 
the  laws  of  nations  and  the  laws  of  the 
country  to  which  the  vessels  belong ;  and  a 
self  reilress  is  assumed  which,  if  British  sub¬ 
jects  were  wrongfully  detained  are  alone 
concerned,  is  that  substitution  of  force,  for 
a  resort  to  the  responsible  sovereign,  which 
falls  within  the  definition  of  war.  Could  the 
seizure  of  British  subjects  in  such  cases  be 
regarded  as  within  the  exer^e  of  belliger¬ 
ent  right,  the  acknowledged  laws  of  war, 
which  forbid  an  article  of  captured  proper¬ 
ty  to  be  adjudged  without  a  regular  investi¬ 
gation  before  a  com[)elent  tribunal,  would 
imperiously  demand  the  fairest  trial  where 
the  sacred  rights  of  persons  were  at  issue. 

In  place  of  such  a  trial,  these  rights  are 
subjected  to  the  vnIII  of  every  petty  com¬ 
mander. 

The  practice,  hence,  is  so  far  from  affect¬ 
ing  British  subjects  alone,  that,  under  the 
pretext  of  searching  for  these,  tliousands,  of 
American  citizens,  under  the  safeguard  of 
public  law,  and  of  their  national  flag,  have 
been  torn  from  their  country  arid  from  every 
thing  dear  to  them;  have  been  dragged  on 
board  ships  of  war  of  a  foreign  nation,  and 
exposed,  under  the  severities  of  their  disci-  ^ 
pline,  to  be  exiled  to  the  most  distant  and  i 
deadly  climes,  to  risk  their  lives  in  the  bat-  j 
ties  of  their  oppressors,'  and  be  the  me- 
lancholly  instruments  of  taking  away  those 
of  their  ow  n  brethren. 

Against  this  crying  enormity,  which 
Great  Britain  would  be  so  promfft  fo  avenge 
if  committed  against  herself,  the  United 
States  have  in  vain  exhausted  remonstran¬ 
ces  and  expostulations.  And  that  no  proof 
might  be  wanting  of  their  conciliatory  dis¬ 
positions,  and  no  pretext  left  for  a  contiiiu-. 
ance  of  the  practice,  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  was  formerly  assured  of  the  readiness 
of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  arrange¬ 
ments,  such  as  could  not  be  rejected,  if  the 
recovery  of  British  subjects  were  the  real 
and  the  sole  object.  The  copimunication 
‘  passed  without  effect* 
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British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  practice 
fliso  of  violalinfij  the  richts  and  the  peace  of 
our  coasts.  They  hover  over  and  harrass 
our  entering  and  departing  commerce.  To 
the  most  insulting  pretensions  they  have 
added  the  most  lawless  proceedings  in  our 
very  harbors;  and  have  wantonly  spilt  A- 
merican  hloml  within  the  sanctuary  of  our 
territorial  jurisdiction.  The  principles  and 
rules  enforced  hy  that  nation,  when  a  neu¬ 
tral  nation,  against  armed  vessels  of  hellige- 
rents  hovering  near  her  coasts,  and  disturb¬ 
ing  her  commerce,  are  well  known.  When 
called  on,  nevertheless,  by  the  United 
States  to  |)uuish  the  greater  oflTeiices  com¬ 
mitted  hy  her  own  vessels,  her  government 
has  bestowed  on  their  commanders  additi¬ 
onal  marks  of  honour  and  confidence. 

Under  [)retentled  blockades,  without  the 
presence  of  an  adequate  force,  and  some¬ 
times  without  the  practihility  of  applying 
one,  our  commerce  has  been  plundered  in 
every  sea ;  the  great  staples  of  our  country 
have  been  cut  off  fi*oin  their  legitimate 
markets ;  and  a  destructive  blow  aimed  at 
our  agricultural  and  maritime  interests.  In 
aggnvation  of  these  pre<lafory  measures, 
they  have  been  considere<l  as  in  force  from 
the  dates  of  their  notihcation  ;  a  retrospec¬ 
tive  effect  being  thus  added,  as  has  been 
d(uie  in  other  important  cases,  to  the  unlaw¬ 
fulness  of  the  course  pursued.  And  to  ren¬ 
der  the  outrage  the  more  signal,  these  mock 
blockades  have  been  reiterated  and  enforc¬ 
ed  in  the  face  of  otlicial  communications 
from  the  British  government,  declaring,  as 
the  true  definition  of  a  legal  blockade  “  that 
particular  ports  must  he  actually  invested, 
and  previous  warning  given  to  vessels  bound 
to  them,  not  to  enter.” 

Not  content  with  these  occasional  expe¬ 
dients  for  laying  waste  our  neutral  trade, 
the  cabinet  of  Great  Britain  resorted,  at 
length,  to  the  sweeping  system  of  blo<!k- 
ades,  under  the  name  of  orders  in  council, 
which  has  been  moulded  ami  managed,  a? 
'might  best  suit  its  political  views,  its  com- 
meiadal  Jealousies,  or  the  avidity  of  British 
cruisers. 

To  our  remonstrances  against  the  com¬ 
plicated  and  transcendent  injustice  of  this 
innovation,  the  first  reply  was,  (hat  the  or¬ 
ders  were  reluctantly  adopted  by  Great 
Britain  as  a  necessary  retaliation  on  de¬ 
crees  of  her  enemy,  proclaiming  a  genera] 
blockade  of  the  British  isles,  at  a  time  when 
the  naval  force  of  that  enemy  dared  not  to 
issue  from  his  own  ports.  She  was  remind¬ 


ed,  without  effect,  that  her  own  prior  block¬ 
ades,  unsupported  by  an  adequate  naval 
force  actually  applied  ami  continued,  were 
a  bar  to  this  plea ;  that  executed  eilicla 
against  millions  of  our  property  could  not 
be  retaliation  on  edicts,  confessedly  impos¬ 
sible  to  be  executed ;  that,  retaliation  to  be 
just,  should  fall  on  the  party  setting  the 
guilty  example,  not  on  an  innocent  party, 
which  was  not  even  chargeable  with  an 
acquiescence  in  if. 

When  deprived  of  this  flimsy  veil  for  a 
prohibition  of  our  trade  with  her  enemy,^ 
hy  the  repeal  of  his  jirohiliition  of  our  tra<le 
with  Great  Britain,  her  cabinet,  instead  of 
a  corresponding  repeal,  or  a  practical  dis¬ 
continuance  of  its  orders,  formally  avowed 
a  determination  to  persist  in  them  against 
the  United  States,  until  the  markets  of  her 
enemy  should  be  laiil  open  to  British  pro¬ 
ducts;  thus  asserting  an  obligation  on  a 
neutral  power  to  require  one  belligerent  to 
encourage,  by  its  internal  regulations,  the 
trade  of  another  belligerent;  contradicting 
her  own  practice  towards  all  nations,  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war;  and  betraying  the 
insincerity  of  those  professions  which  in 
cnicated  a  belief  that,  having  resorted  to 
her  orders  with  regret,  she  was  anxious  to 
find  an  occasion  for  putting  an  end  to  them. 

Abandoning  still  more  all  respect  for  the 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
its  own  consistency,  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  now  demands,  as  prerequisites  to  a 
repeal  of  its  orders  as  they  relate  to  the 
United  States,  that  a  formality  should  be 
observed  in  the  re[)eal  of  the  French  de¬ 
crees,  no  wise  necessary  to  their  termina¬ 
tion,  nor  exemplified  by  British  usage :  and 
that  the  French  repeal,  besides  including 
that  portion  of  the  decrees  which  operate 
within  a  territorial  jurisdiction,  as  well  as 
that  which  operates  on  the  high  seas  against 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  should 
Tiot  he  a  single  special  repeal  in  relation  to 
the  Unitetl  States,  hut  should  be  extended 
to  whatever  other  neutral  nations  uncon¬ 
nected  with  them,  may  be  affected  by 
those  decrees.  And  as  an  additional  in¬ 
sult,  (hey  are  called  on  for  a  formal  dis¬ 
avowal  of  conditions  and  pretensions  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  French  government,  for 
w'hich  the  Unite<l  States  are  so  far  from 
having  made  themselves  responsible,  that, 
in  official  explanations,  which  have  been 
published  to  the  world,  and  in  a  correspon¬ 
dence  of  the  Americ  a  minister  at  London 
with  the  British  minister  for  foreign  affoir?. 
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such  a  responsibility  was  explicitly  and  em¬ 
phatically  disclaimed. 

It  has  become,  indeed,  sufficiently  certain 
that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  is 
to  be  sacrihced,  not  as  interfering  with  the 
belligerent  rights  of  Great  Britain,  not  as 
supplying  the  wants  of  her  enemies,  which 
she  herself  supplies,  but  as  interfering  with 
the  monopoly  which  she  covets  for  her  own 
commerce,  and  navigation.  She  carries  on 
a  war  against  the  lawful  commerce  of  a 
friend,  that  she  may  the  better  carry  on  a 
commerce  polluted  by  the  foi^eries  and  per¬ 
juries  which  are,  for  the  most  part,  the  only 
\  assports  by  which  it  can  succeed. 

Anxious  to  make  every  experiment  short 
of  the  last  resort  of  injured  nations,  the 
United  States  have  withheld  from  Great 
Britain,  under  successive  modihcations,  the 
benefits  of  a  free  intercourse  with  their 
market,  the  loss  of  which  could  not  but  out- 
w^eigh  the  profits  accruing  from  her  restric¬ 
tions  of  our  commerce  with  other  nations. 
And  to  entitle  these  experiments  to  the 
more  favourable  consideration,  they  were  so 
framed  as  to  enable  her  to  place  her  adversa¬ 
ry  under  the  exclusive  operation  of  them. 
To  these  appeals  her  government  has  been 
equally  indexible,  as  if  willing  to  make  sa¬ 
crifices  of  every  sort,  rather  than  yield  to 
the  claims  of  justice  or  renounce  the  errors 
of  a  false  pride.  Nay,  so  far  were  the  at¬ 
tempts  carried,  to  overcome  the  attachment 
of  the  British  cabinet  to  its  unjust  edicts, 
that  it  received  every  encouragement  with¬ 
in  the  competency  of  the  executive  branch 
of  our  government,  to  expect  that  a  repeal 
of  them  would  be  followed  by  a  war  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  Prance,  unless 
the  French  edicts  should  also  be  repealed. 
Even  this  communication,  although  silenc¬ 
ing  forever  the  plea  of  a  disposition  in  the 
United  States  to  acquiesce  in  those  edicts 
originally  the  sole  plea  for  them,  received 
310  attention. 

If  no  other  proof  existed  of  a  predetermi- 
3iation  of  the  British  government  against  a 
xepeal  of  its  orders,  it  might  be  found  on  the 
correspondence  of  the  minister  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  the  United  States  at  London,  and 
the  British  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  in 
1810,  on  the  question  whether  the  blockade 
of  May  1806,  was  considered  as  in  force  or 
as  not  in  force.  It  had  been  ascertained 
that  the  French  government,  which  urged 
this  blockade  as  the  ground  of  its  Berlin  de¬ 
cree,  was  willing^.in  the  event  of  its  remo¬ 
val,  to  repeal  that  decree ;  which  being  fol¬ 
lowed  by  alternate  repeals  of  the  other  of. 


fensive  edicts,  might  abolish  the  whole  sfyi;- 
tem  on  both  sides.  This  inviting  op|)ortu- 
nity  for  accomplishing  an  object  so  import 
anf  to  the  United  States,  and  professed  so 
often  to  be  the  desire  of  both  the  bellige¬ 
rents,  was  made  known  to  the  British  go¬ 
vernment.  As  that  government  admits  that 
an  actual  application  of  an  adequate  force, 
is  necessary  to  the  existence  of  a  legal 
blockade  and  it  was  notorious,  that  if  such  a 
force  had  ever  been  applied,  its  long  dis¬ 
continuance  had  annulled  the  blockade  in 
question,  there  could  be  no  sufficient  objec¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  a  formal 
revocation  of  it ;  and  no  imaginable  objec¬ 
tion,  to  a  declaration  of  the  fact,  that  the 
blockade  did  not  exist.  The  declaration 
would  have  been  consistent  with  her  avow¬ 
ed  principles  of  blockade,  and  would  have 
enabled  the  United  States  to  demand  from 
France,  the  pledged  repeal  of  her  decrees ; 
either  with  success,  in  which  cas*  the  way 
would  have  been  opened  for  a  general  re¬ 
peal  of  the  belligerept  pdicts;  or  without 
success,  in  which  case  the  United  States 
would  have  l)een  justitied  in  turning  their 
measures  exclusively  against  Erance.  The 
British  government  would,  however,  neither 
rescind  the  blockade  nor  declare  its  non¬ 
existence  •y  nor  permit  its  non-existence  lo 
be  inferred  and  affirmed  by  the  American 
plenipotentiary.  On  the  contrary,  by  re¬ 
presenting  the  blockade  to  be  comprehended 
in  the  orders  in  council,  the  United  States 
were  compelled  so  to  regard  it  in  their  sub¬ 
sequent  proceedings. 

There  was  a  periwl  when  a  favorable 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  British  cabinet, 
was  justly  considered  as  established.  The 
minister  plenif)oteiitiary  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  here  proposed  an  adjustment  of  the 
differences  more  immediately  endangering 
the  harmony  of  the  two  countries.  The 
proposition  was  accepted  with  a  prompt!  < 
tude  and  cordiality  corresponding  with  the 
invariable  professions  of  this  government. 
A  foundation  appeared  to  be  laid  for  a  sin¬ 
cere  and  lasting  reconciliation.  The  pros¬ 
pect,  however,  quickly  vanished.  The 
whole  proceeding  was  disavowed  by  the 
British  government  without  any  explana¬ 
tions  which  could  at  that  time  repress  the 
belief,  that  the  disavowal  proceeded  from  a 
spirit  of  hostility  to  the  commercial  rights 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States.  And 
It  has  since  come  into  proof,  that  at  the  ve¬ 
ry  moment,  when  the  public  minister  was 
holding  the  language  of  friendship  and  in¬ 
spiring  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the 
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Hegeclation  with  wliich  he  was  charged,  a 
secret  agent  of  his  government  was  employ¬ 
ed  in  intrigues,  having  for  their  object  a 
subversion  of  our  government,  and  a  dis¬ 
memberment  of  our  happy  union. 

In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  towards  the  United  States  our  attention 
is  necessarily  drawn  to  the  warfare  just  re¬ 
newed  by  the  savages  on  one  of  our  exten¬ 
sive  frontiers ;  a  warfare  which  is  known  to 
spare  neither  age  or  sex,  and  to  be  distin¬ 
guished  by  features  peculiarly  shocking  to 
humanity.  It  is  didicult  to  account  for  the 
activity  and  combinations  which  have  for 
some  time  been  developing  themselves 
among:  tribes  in  the  constant  intercourse 
with  British  traders  and  garrisons,  without 
connecting  their  hostility  with  that  influ¬ 
ence  ;  aud  without  recollecting  the  authen¬ 
ticated  examples  of  such  interpositions 
heretofore  furnished  by  the  officers  and 
agents  of  that  government. 

Such  is  the  spectacle  of  injuries  and  indigni¬ 
ties  which  have  been  heaped  on  our  country  : 
and  such  the  crisis  which  its  unexampled  for¬ 
bearance  and  conciliatory  efforts  have  not  been 
able  to  avert,  ft  might  at  least  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  that  an  enlightened  nation,  if  less  urged 
by  moral  obligations,  or  invited  by  friendly  dis¬ 
positions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  would  | 
have  found,  in  its  tnie  interest  alone,  a  sufficient 
motive  to  respect  their  rights  and  their  tran¬ 
quility  on  the  hi^h  seas  ;  that  an  enlarged  poli¬ 
cy  would  have  favoured  that  free  and  general 
circulation  of  commerce,  in  which  the  British 
nation  is  at  all  times  interested,  and  which  in 
times  of  war  is  the  best  alleviation  of  its  cala¬ 
mities  to  herself  as  well  as  the  other  beliige- 
rents ;  and  more  especially  that  the  British  ca¬ 
binet  would  not,  for  the  sake  of  the  precarious 
and  surreptitious  intercourse  with  hostile  mar¬ 
kets,  have  persevered  in  a  course  of  measures 
which  necessarily  put  at  hazard  the  invaluable 
market  of  a  great  and  growing  country,  disposed 
to  cultivate  the  mutual  advantages  of  an  active 
commerce. 

Other  councils  have  prevailed.  Our  mode¬ 
ration  and  conciliation  have  had  no  other  effect 
than  to  encourage  perseverance,  and  to  enlarge 
pretensions.  We  behold  our  seafaring  citizens 
still  the  daily  victims  of  lawless  violence  com* 
mitted  on  the  great  common  and  highway  of  na- 
*  tions,  even  within  sight  of  tfic  country  which 
owes  them  protection.  W^e  behold  our  vessels 
freighted  with  the  products  of  onrsoil  and  indus¬ 
try,  or  returning  with  the  honest  proceeds  of 
them,  wrested  from  their  lawful  destinations, 
confiscated  by  prize  courts,  no  longer  the  organs 
of  public  law,  but  the  instruments  of  arbitrary 
edicts ;  and  their  unfortunate  crews  dispersed 
and  lost,  or  forced  or  inveigled,  in  British 
ports,  into  British  fleets ;  whilst  arguments  are 
employed  in  support  of  these  aggressions,  which 
have  no  foundation  but  in  a  priuciple  equally 


supporting  a  claim  to  regulate,  our  external  com¬ 
merce  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

We  behold,  in  fine,  on  the  side  of  Great  Bri^ 
tain  a  state  of  war  against  the  United  States; 
and  on  the  side  of  the  United  States  a  state  of 
peace  towards  Great  Britain. 

Whether  the  United  States  shall  continue  pas¬ 
sive  under  these  progressive  usurpations,  and 
these  accumulating  wrongs  ;  or,  opposing  force 
to  force  in  defence  of  their  natural  rights,  shall 
commit  a  just  cause  into  the  hands  of  the  Al-« 
mighty  Disposer  of  events,  avoiding  all  connec¬ 
tions  which  ipight  entangle  it  in  the  contests  or 
views  of  other  powers,  and  preserving  a  constant 
readiness  to  concur  in  an  honourable  re-establish¬ 
ment  of  peace  and  friendship,  is  a  solemn  ques¬ 
tion,  which  the  constitution  wisely  confides  to 
the  legislative  department  of  the  government. 
In  recommending  it  to  their  early  delibera¬ 
tions,  1  am  happy  in  the  asinranee  that  the  de¬ 
cision  will  be  worthy  the  enlightened  and  pa¬ 
triotic  councils  of  a  virtuous,  a  free,  and  a  pow-t 
erflil  nation. 

Having  presented  this  view  of  the  relations 
of  the  United  States  with  Great  Britain  and  of 
the  solemn  alternative  growing  out  of  th«"m,  I 
proceed  to  remark  that  the  communications 
last  made  to  coiigiCvSS  on  the  subject  of  our  rela¬ 
tions  with  France  will  have  sbowm  that  since  the 
revocation  of  her  decrees  as  they  violated  the 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  her  govern¬ 
ment  has  authorised  illegal  captures,  by  its  pri¬ 
vateers  and  public  ships,  and  that  other  outrages 
have  been  practised  on  our  vessels  and  our  citi¬ 
zens.  It  will  have  been  seen  also,  that  no  in¬ 
demnity  had  been  provided,  or  satisfactorily 
pledged  for  the  extensive  spoliations  committed 
under  the  violent  and  retrospective  orders  of 
the  Fi’ench  government  against  the  property  of 
our  citizens  seized  within  the  jiuisdictiou  of 
France.  I  abstain  at  this  time  from  recon- 
mending  to  the  consideration  of  congress  defini¬ 
tive  measures  with  respect  to  that  nation,  m 
the  expectation  that  the  result  of  iinclosefl  dis¬ 
cussions  between  our  minister  plenipotentiary 
at  Paris  and  the  French  government  will  speedir 
ly  enable  congress  to  decide,  with  greater  ad¬ 
vantage,  on  the  course  due  to  the  rights,  the  in¬ 
terests,  and  the  honour  of  our  countrv. 

JAMES  xMADISOX. 

JVashington^  Jwne  1, 1812. 

The  committee  on  foreign  relations  to  rckom  rcas 

rrferred  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 

United  States^  of  the  1st  rf  June^  1812, 
REPORT— 

That  after  the  experience  which  the  United 
States  have  had  of  the  great  iujustice  of  the 
British  government  towards  them,  exemplified 
by  so  many  acts  of  violence  and  oppression,  it 
will  be  more  difficult  to  justify  to  the  impartial 
world  their  patient  forbearance,  than  the  mea¬ 
sures  to  which  it  has  become  necessary  to  resort, 
to  avenge  the  wrongs,  and  vindicate  the  rights 
and  honour  of  tlie  nation.  Your  committee  are 
happy  to  observe,  on  a  dispassionate  review  of 
the  conduct  of  the  United  States,  that  they  set 
in  it  no  cause  for  censure. 
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If  a  long  forbearance  under  injuries  ought  ever 
to  be  considered  as  a  virtue  in  atiy  nation,  it  is 
one  ivhich  peculiarly  becomes  the  United  States. 
No  people  ever  had  stronger  motives  to  cherish 
peace  :  none  have  ever  cherished  it  with  great¬ 
er  sincerity  and  zeal. 

But  the  period  has  now  arrived  when  the 
United  States  must  support  their  character  and 
station  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  or  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  most  shameful  degradatioii.  For¬ 
bearance  has  ceased  to  be  a  virtue.  War  on 
the  one  side,  and  peace  on  the  other,  is  a  situ¬ 
ation  as  ruinous  as  it  is  disgraceful.  The  mad 
ambition,  the  lust  of  power,  and  commercial 
avarice  of  Great  Britain,  arrogating  to  herself 
the  complete  dominion  of  the  ocean,  and  exer¬ 
cising  over  it  an  unbounded  and  lawless  tyran¬ 
ny,  have  left  to  neutral  nations  an  alternative 
only,  between  the  base  surrender  of  their  rights, 
and  a  manly  vindication  of  them.  Happily  for 
the  United  States,  their  destiny,  under  the  aid 
of  Heaven,  is  in  their  own  hands.  The  crisis 
is  formidable  only  by  their  love  of  peace.  As 
soon  as  it  becomes  a  duty  to  relinquish  that  si¬ 
tuation,  danger  disappears — They  have  suffered 
no  wrongs,  they  have  received  no  insults,  how¬ 
ever  great,  for  which  they  cannot  obtain  re¬ 
dress. 

More  than  seven  years  have  elapsed,  since 
the  commencement  of  this  system  of  hostile 
aggression  by  the  British  government,  on  the 
rights  and  interests  of  th*e  United  States.  I’he 
manner  of  its  commencement  was  not  less  hos¬ 
tile,  than  the  spirit  with  which  it  has  been  pro¬ 
secuted.  The  United  States  have  invarial)ly 
done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  preserve  the 
relations  of  friendship  with  Great  Britain.  Of 
.this  disposition  they  gave  a  distinguished  proof, 
at  the  moment  when  they  were  made  the  vie-  I 
tims  of  an  opposite  [)oIicy.  The  wrongs  of  the 
last  war  had  not  been  forgotten  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  present  one.  They  warned 
us  of  dangers,  against  which  it  was  sought  to 
provide.  As  early  as  the  year  1804,  the  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  United  states  at  London  was  instruct¬ 
ed,  to  invite  the  British  government  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation  on  all  the  points  on  which  a 
collision  might  arise  between  the  two  countries, 
in  the  course  of  the  war,  and  to  propose  to  it 
an  arrangement  of  their  claims  on  fair  and  rea¬ 
sonable  conditions.  The  invitation  was  accept¬ 
ed.  A  negotiation  had  commenced  and  was  de¬ 
pending,  and  nothing  had  occurred  to  excite  a 
doubt  that  it  would  not  terminate  to  the  satis- 
fection  of  both  tlie  parties.  It  was  at  this  time 
and  under  these  circumstances,  that  an  attack 
was  made,  by  surprise,  on  an  inqiortant  branch 
of  the  American  commerce,  which  affected  eve¬ 
ry  part  of  the  United  States,  and  involved  many 
oi*  their  citizens  in  ruin. 

The  commerce  on  which  this  attack  was  so 
unexpectedly  made,  was  between  the  United 
States  and  the  colonies  of  France,  Spain,  and  other 
enemies  of  Great  Britain.  A  commerce  just  in 
herself;  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  Great 
Britain  in  regard  to  the  trade  with  her  own  co¬ 
lonies  ;  sanctioned  by  a  solemn  act  between  the 


two  governments  in  the  last  war;  and  sanctioih. 
ed  by  the  practice  of  the  British  government 
in  the  present  war,  more  than  two  years  having 
elapsed,  without  any  interference  with  it. 

The  injustice  of  this  attack  could  only  he 
equalled  by  the  absurdity  of  the  pretext  alleged 
for  it.  It  was  pretended  by  the  British  govern¬ 
ment,  that  in  case  of  war,  her  enemy  had  no 
right  to  modify  its  colonial  regulations,  so  as  to 
mitigate  the  calamities  of  w  ar  to  the  inhabitants 
of  its  colonies.  This  pretension  peculiar  to 
Great  Britain,  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
rights  of  the  sovereignty  in  every  independent 
state.  If  we  recur  to  the  w'cll  estahlisherl  and 
universally  admitted  law’  of  nations,  wc  shall  find 
no  sanction  to  it,  in  that  venerable  code.  The 
sovereignty  of  every  state  is  co-extensive  with 
its  dominions,  and  cannot  be  abrogated,  or  cur¬ 
tailed  in  rights,  as  to  any  part,  except  by  con¬ 
quest.  Neutral  nations  have  a  right  to  trade  to 
every  port  of  either  belligerent,  which  is  not 
legally  blockaded  ;  and  in  all  articles  which  are 
not  contraband  of  war.  Such  is  the  absurdity 
of  this  pretension,  that  your  committee  are 
aware,  especially  after  the  able  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  heretofore  refuted,  and  ex¬ 
posed,  that  they  would  offi'r  an  insult  to  the  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  house,  if  they  enlarged  on  it, 
and  if  any  thing  could  add  to  tlie  high  sense  of 
the  injustice  of  the  British  government  in  the 
traiKaction,  it  would  be  the  contrast  »vhich  her 
conduct  exhibits  in  regard  to  this  trade,  and  in 
regard  to  a  similar  trade  by  neutrals  with  her 
own  colonies.  It  is  known  to  the  world,  that 
Great  Britain  regnlatef  her  ow  n  trade  in  war 
and  in  peace,  at  home  and  in  her  colonies,  as 
she  finds  for  her  interest ;  that  in  w  ar  she  re¬ 
laxes  the  restraints  of  her  colonial  system  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  colonics,  and  that  it  never  was  sug¬ 
gested  that  she  had  not  a  right  to  do  it  ;  or  that 
a  neutral  in  taking  advantage  of  the  relaxation 
violated  a  belligerent  right  of  her  enemy.  But 
with  Great  Britain  every  thing  is  lawful.  It  is 
only  in  a  trade  w  ith  her  enemies  that  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  rail  do  wrong.  With  them  all  trade 
is  unlawful. 

In  the  year  1793  an  attack  was  made  by  the 
British  government  on  the  same  branch  of  onr 
neutral  trade,  w’hich  had  nearly  involved  the 
two  countries  in  a  war.  That  difference,  how¬ 
ever.  was  amicably  accommodated.  The  pre¬ 
tension  was  withdrawn  and  reparation  made  to 
the  United  States  for  the  losses  which  they  had 
suffered  by  it.  It  was  fair  to  infer  from  that  ar- 
rang^'inent  that  the  commerce  was  deemed  by 
the  British  govejnment  lawful,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  again  disturbed. 

Had  the  British  government  been  resolved  to 
contest  this  trade  with  neutrals,  it  was  due  to 
the  character  of  the  British  nation  that  the  de¬ 
cision  should  be  made  known  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States.  The  existence  of  a  negotia¬ 
tion  which  had  been  invited  by  our  government, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  differences  by  an 
amicable  arrangement  of  their  respective  pre¬ 
tensions,  gave  a  strong  claim  to  the  notific'ation, 
while  it  afforded  the  fairest  opportunity  for  it. 
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Bnt  a  very  different  policy  animated  the  then 
cabinet  ol*  Kn^land.  The  lilieral  confidence  and 
friendly  overtures  of  the  United  States  were 
taken  advantage  of  to  ensnare  them.  Steady  to 
its  purpose  and  inflexibly  hostile  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  the  British  government  calmly  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  the  moment,  when  it  might  give  the 
most  deadly  wound  to  our  interests.  A  trade 
just  in  itself,  which  was  secured  by  so  many 
stronir  and  sacred  pledges,  was  considered  safe. 
Our  citizens  with  their  usual  industry  and  enter¬ 
prise  had  embarked  in  it  a  vast  proportion  of 
their  shipping,  and  of  their  capital,  which  were 
at  sea,  under  no  other  protection  than  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  confidence  which  they  reposed 
in  the  justice  and  friendship  of  the  British  na- 
.tioii.  At  this  period  the  unexpected  blow  was 
given.  Many  of  our  vessels  were  seized,  carried 
into  port,  and  condemned  by  a  tribunal,  which, 
while  it  professes  to  respect  the  law*  of  nations,^ 
obeyed  the  mandates  of  its  own  government. 
Hundreds  of  other  vessels  were  driven  from  the 
ocean,  and  the  trade  itself  in  a  great  measure 
suppressed.  The  effect  produced  by  this  attack 
on  tlie  lawful  commerce  of  the  United  States  I 
was  such  as  might  have  been  e.vpeeted  from  a 
virtuous,  independent,  and  highly  injured  peo¬ 
ple.  But  one  sentiment  pervaded  the  whole 
American  nation.  N.>  local  Interests  were  re¬ 
garded ;  no  sordid  motives  felt.  Without  look¬ 
ing  to  the  parts  which  suffered  most,  the  inva¬ 
sion  of  our  rights  was  considered  a  common 
cause,  and  from  one  extremity  of  our  union  to 
the  other,  we  heard  the  voice  of  an  united  peo¬ 
ple,  calling  on  their  government  to  avenge  their 
wrongs,  and  vindicate  the  rights  and  honour  of 
their  country. 

From  this  period  the  British  government  has 
gone  on  in  a  continued  encroachment  on  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  disre¬ 
garding  ill  Its  course,  in  many  instances,  obliga¬ 
tions  which  have  heretotbre  been  held  sacred 
by  civilized  nation^. 

In  May,  1806.  the  whole  coast  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest  inclusive,  was  de¬ 
clared  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade.  By  this  act, 
the  well  established  principles  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  principles  which  have  served  for  ages  as 
guides,  and  fixed  the  boundary  between  the 
rights  to  belligerents  and  neutrals  were  violated : 
By  the  law*  of  nations,  as  recognized  by  Great 
Britain  herself,  no  blockade  is  lawful,  unless  it 
be  sustained  by  the  application  of  an  adequate 
force,  and  that  an  adequate  force  was  applied  to 
this  blockade,  in  its  lull  extent,  ought  not  to  be 
pretended.  Whether  Great  Britain  was  able  to  I 
maintain,  legally,  so  extensive  a  blockade  con¬ 
sidering  the  war  in  which  she  is  engaged,  re¬ 
quiring  such  extensive  naval  operations,  is  a 
question  wdiich  it  is  not  necessary  at  this  time  to 
examine.  It  is  siiflicient  to  be  known,  that  such 
force  was  not  applied,  and  this  is  evident  from 
the  terms  ol  the  blockade  itself,  bv  which,  com¬ 
paratively,  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  coast 
only  was  ileclared  to  be  in  a  state  of  strict  and 
rigorous  blockade.  The  objection  to  the  mea¬ 
sure  is  not  diminished  by  that  circumstance. 


If  the  force  was  not  applied,  the  blockade,  was 
unlawful  from  whatever  cause  the  failure  might 
proceed.  '^'Iie  belligerent  who  institutes  the 
blockade  cannot  al>soIve  itself  from  the  obliga*- 
tion  to  apply  the  force  under  any  pretext  what¬ 
ever.  For  a  belligerent  to  relax  a  blockade* 
which  it  could  not  maintain,  it  would  be  a  re¬ 
finement  ill  injustice,  not  less  insulting  to  the  un¬ 
derstanding  than  repugnant  to  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions.  To  claim  merit  for  the  rnitigatien  of  an 
evil,  which  the  party  either  had  not  the  power 
Ol'  found  it  inconvenient  to  inflict,  would  be  a 
new  mode  of  encroacliing  on  neutral  rights— 
Your  committee  think  it  just  to  remark  that  this 
act  of  the  British  government  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  adopted  in  the  sense  in  which  it 
has  been  since  construed.  On  consideration  of 
all  the  circumstances  attending  the  measure, 
and  particularly  the  character  of  the  distinguish¬ 
ed  statesman  who  announced  it,  we  are  persua¬ 
ded  that  it  was  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  eoncilia- 
tion  and  intended  to  lead  to  an  accommodation 
of  all  differences  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  His  death  disappointed 
that  hope,  and  the  act  has  since  b<‘come  snhser- 
\ient  toother  purposes.  It  has  been  made  by 
his  successors  a  prete.xt  for  that  vast  system  of 
usurpation,  which  has  so  long  oppressed  and 
harrassed  oiir  commerce. 

1'he  next  act  of  the  British  government  which 
claims  our  attention  is  the  order  of  council  of 
January  7,  1807,  by  which  neutral  powers  are 
prohibited  trading  from  one  port  to  another  of 
France  or  her  allies,  or  any  other  country  with 
which  Great  Britain  might  not  freely  trade. 
By  this  order  the  pretension  of  England,  here¬ 
tofore  claimed  by  every  other  power,  to  prohi¬ 
bit  neutrals  disposing  of  parts  of  their  cargoes 
at  different  ports  of  the  sime  enemy,  is  revived 
and  ivitb  vast  accumulation  of  injury.  Every 
enemy,  however  great  the  number  or  distant 
from  each  other,  is  considered  one,  and  the  like 
trade  even  with  powers  at  peace  with  England, 
who  from  motives  of  policy  had  excluded  or  re¬ 
strained  her  commerce,  was  also  proliibited.  In 
this  act  the  British  gorernment  evidently  dis¬ 
claimed  ail  regard  for  neutral  rights.  Aware 
that  the  measures  authorised  by  it  could  find  no 
pretext  in  any  belligerent  right,  none  was  urged. 
To  prohibit  the  sale  of  our  produce,  consisting 
of  innocent  articles  at  any  port  of  a  belliger»'nt, 
not  blockaded,  to  consider  every  belligerent  as 
one,  and  subject  neutrals  to  the  same  restraints 
with  all,  as  if  there  was  but  one,  were  bold  en¬ 
croachments.  But  to  restrain  or  in  any  man¬ 
ner  interfere  with  our  commerce  with  neutral 
nations  with  whom  Great  Britain  was  at  peace, 
and  against  whom  she  had  no  justifiable  cause  of 
war,  for  the  sole  rciison,  that  she  restrained  or 
excluded  from  their  ports  her  commerce,  wai 
utterly  incoinpatible  with  the  pacific  relatione 
siih'iisting  between  the  two  roiiutrics.  ( 

We  proceed  to  bring  into  view  the  British  or¬ 
der  in  council  of  November  lltb  1807,  which 
superseded  every  other  order,  and  consummated 
that  system  of  hostility  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  states  which  has  been  since  so  steadily 
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pursued.  By  this  order  all  France  and  her  al- 
lic<5,  and  every  other  country  at  war  with  Great 
Britain,  or  with  which  she  was  not  at  war,  from 
which  the  British  flag  was  excluded  and  all  the 
colonies  of  her  enemies,  were  subjected  to  the 
same  restrictions  as  if  they  were  actually  blocka¬ 
ded  in  the  most  strict  and  rigorous  manner,  and 
all  trade  in  articles  the  produce  and  manufacture 
of  the  said  countries  and  colonics  and  the  ves¬ 
sels  eagaged  in  it  were  subjected  to  capture  and 
condemnation  as  lawful  prize.  To  this  order 
certain  exceptions  were  made  which  w’e  forbear 
to  notice,  because  they  were  not  adopted  from 
a  regard  to  neutral  rights,  but  were  dictated 
by  policy  to  promote  the  commerce  of  England, 
and  so  far  as  they  related  to  neutral  powers, 
were  said  to  emanate  from  the  clemency  of  the 
British  government. 

It  would  be  superfluous  in  your  committee  to 
state,  that  by  this  order  the  British  government 
declared  direct  and  positive  war  against  the 
United  States.  The  dominion  of  the  ocean 
was  completely  usurped  by  it,  all  commerce  for¬ 
bidden,  and  every  flag  driven  from  it,  or  sub¬ 
jected  to  capture  and  condemnation,  which  did 
not  subserve  the  policy  of  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  by  paying  it  a  tribute,  and  sailing  under 
its  sanction.  From  this  period  the  United 
States  have  incurred  the  heaviest  losses  and  roost 
mortifying  humiliations.  They  have  borne  the 
calamities  of  war  witliout  retorting  them  on  its 
authors. 

So  far  your  committee  has  presented  to  the 
view  of  the  house  the  aggressions  which  have 
been  committed  under  the  autliority  of  the 
British  government  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States.  We  will  now  proceed  to  other 
wrongs  which  have  been  still  more  sevw'ely  felt. 
Among  these  is  the  impressment  of  our  seamen, 
a  practice  which  has  been  unceasingly  main¬ 
tained  by  Great  Britain  In  the  wars  to  which 
she  has  been  a  party  since  our  revolution.  Your 
cx>inmittee  cannot  convey  in  adequate  terras  the 
deep  sense  which  they  entertain  of  the  injus¬ 
tice  and  oppression  of  this  proceeding.  Under 
the  pretext  of  impressing  British  seamen,  our 
fellow  citizens  are  seized  in  British  ports,  on 
the  high  seas,  and  in  every  other  quarter  to 
which  the  British  power  extends,  are  taken  on 
board  British  men  of  war,  and  compelled  to 
serve  there  as  British  subjects.  Iii  this  mode 
onr  citizens  are  wantonly  snatched  from  their 
country  and  their  families,  deprived  of  their 
liberty,  and  doomed  to  an  ignominious  and  sla¬ 
vish  bondage,  compelled  to  fight  the  battles  of 
foreign  country,  and  often  to  perish  in  them. 

Our  flag  has  given  them  no  protection  ;  it  lias 
been  unceasingly  violated,  and  our  vessels  ex¬ 
posed  to  danger  by  the  loss  of  the  men  taken 
from  them.  -  Your  committee  need  not  remark 
that  while  the  practice  is  continued,  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  for  the  United  States  to  consider  them¬ 
selves  an  independent  nation.  Every  new  case 
is  a  new  proof  of  their  degradation.  Its  con¬ 
tinuance  is  the  more  unjustifiable,  because  the 
TTnited  States  have  repeatedly  proposed  to  the 
'BriiiNh  governinent  an  arrangement  .  which  ing 
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would  secure  to  it  the  control  of  its  own  people. 
An  exemption  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  this  degrading  oppression,  and  their 
flag  from  violation,  is  all  that  they  have  sought. 

The  lawless  waste  of  our  trade,  and  equally 
unlawful  impressment  of  our  seamen,  have 
been  much  aggravated  by  the  insults  and  indig¬ 
nities  attending  them.  Under  the  pretext  of 
blockading  the  ports  and  harbours  of  France 
and  her  allies,  British  squadrons  have  been  sta¬ 
tioned  on  our  own  coast,  to  watch  and  annoy 
our  own  trade.  To  give  effect  to  the  blockade 
of  European  ports,  the  ports  and  harbours  of  the 
i  United  States  have  been  blockaded.  In  exe¬ 
cuting  these  orders  of  the  British  government, 
or  in  obeying  the  spirit  which  was  known  to  ani¬ 
mate  it,  the  commanders  of  these  squadrons 
have  encroached  on  our  jurisdiction,  seized  our 
vessels,  and  carried  into  effect  impressments 
within  our  limits,  and  done  other  acts  of  great 
injustice,  violence,  and  oppression.  The  United 
States  have  seen,  with  mingled  indignation  and 
surprise,  that  these  acts,  instead  of  procuring 
to  the  perpetrators  the  punishment  due  to 
their  crimes,  have  not  failed  to  recommend 
them  to  the  favour  of  their  government. 

Whether  the  British  government  has  contri¬ 
buted  by  active  measures  to  excite  against  us 
the  hostility  of  the  savage  tribes  on  our  fron¬ 
tiers,  your  committee  are  not  disposed  to  occu¬ 
py  much  time  in  investigating.  Certain  indica¬ 
tions  of  general  notoriety  may  supply  the  place 
of  authentic  documents  ;  thongli  these  have  not 
been  wanting  to  establish  the  fact  in  some  in¬ 
stances.  It  is  known  that  symptoms  of  British 
hostility  towards  the  United  States,  have  never 
failed  to  produce  corresponding  symptoms  among 
those  tribes.  It  is  also  well  known  that  on  all 
such  occasions  abundant  supplies  of  the  ordina¬ 
ry  munitions  of  war  have  been  afforded  by  the 
agents  of  British  commercial  companies,  and 
even  from  British  garrisions,  wherewith  they 
were  enabled  to  commence  that  system  of  sa¬ 
vage  warfare  on  our  frontiers  which  has  been  at 
all  times  indiscriminate  in  its  effects,  on  all  ages 
sexes  and  conditions,  and  so  revolting  to  huma¬ 
nity. 

Your  committee  would  be  much  gratified  if 
they  could  close  here  the  detail  of  British 
wrongs ;  but  it  is  their  duty  to  recite  another 
act  of  still  greater  malignity,  than  any  of  those- 
which  have  been  already  brought  to  your  view. 
The  attempt  to  dismember  our  union  and  over¬ 
throw  our  excellent  constitution,  by  a  secret 
mission,  the  ol>je<!t  of  which  was,  to  foment  dis? 
contents  and  exirite  insurrection  against  the  con¬ 
stituted  authorities  and  laws  of  the  nation  as 
lately  disclosed  by  the  agent  employed  in  it, 
affords  full  proof  that  there  is  no  bound  to  the 
hostility  of  the  British  governrnent  towards  the 
United  States  ;  no  act,  however  unjustifiable, 
which  it  would  not  commit  to  accomplish  their 
ruin.  This  attempt  excites  the  greater  liorrm* 
from  the  consideration  that  it  was  made  while 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  were  at 
i peace,  aiid  an  amicatile  negotiation  was  depend- 
be tween  them  for  the  accomniodaition  of 
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flieir  differences  through  public  ministers  regu¬ 
larly  authorised  for  the  purpose. 

The  United  States  have  beheld,  with,  unexam¬ 
pled  forbearance,  this  continued  series  of  hos¬ 
tile  eneroaclimeu  ts  on  their  right  and  interests, 
in  the  hope,  that,  yielding  to  the  force  of  friend¬ 
ly  remonstrances,  often  repeated,  the  Britisli 
government  might  adopt  a  more  just  policy  to¬ 
wards  them  ;  but  that  hope  no  longer  exists — 
They  have  also  weighed  impartially  the  reasons 
which  have  been  urged  by  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  in  vindication  of  these  encroachments,  and 
found  in  them  neither  justification  or  apology. 

The  British  government  has  alleged  in  vindica- 
tioa  of  the  orders  in  council  that  they  were  resorted 
to  as  a  I'ctaltHtion  on  France,  for  similar  aggres¬ 
sions  committed  by  her  on  our  neutral  trade  with 
the  British  dominions.  But  how  has  tiiis  plea  been 

supported? - The  dates  of  British  and  French 

aggressions  are  well  known  to  tlve  world-.  Their  I 
ongin  and  progress  have  been  -  marked  with  too  ! 
witle  and  dotPuctive  a  waste  of  the  property  of  our  I 
fellf)w--citizens,  to  have  been  forgotten.  The  de¬ 
cree  of  Berlin  of  Nov.  21st,  1806,  was  the  first  ag¬ 
gression  of  France  in  the  present  war.  Eighteen 
months  had  then  elapsed,  after  the  attack  imide  by 
Great  Britaifi  on  onr  neutral  trade,  with  the  colo¬ 
nies  of  France  and  her  allies,  and  six  months  froin 
the  date  of  the  proclamation  of  May,  1606.  Even 
on  the  7th  of  Jaii.  1807,  the  date  of  the  first  British 
oitler  in  council  so  short  a  term  had  elapsed,  after 
the  Berlin  decree,  that  it  was  hardly  pos'^ible  that 
the  intelligence  of  it  should  have  reached  the  Unit- 
etl  States.  A  retaliation  which  is  to  produce  its 
effect,  by  operating  on  a  neutral  power,  ought  not 
to  be  resorted  to,  till  the  neutral  had  justified  it  by 
a  culpable  acquiescence  in  the  unlawful  act  of  the 
other  belligerent.  It  ought  to  be  delayed  until  af¬ 
ter  sufficient  time  had  been  allowed  to  the  ne.ntral 
to  remonstrate  against  the  measure  complained  of, 
to  receive  an  answ'er,  and  to  act  on  it,  which  had 
not  been  done  in  tlie  present  instance  ;  and  when 
the  order  of  November  11  w'as  issued,  it  is  w-’cll 
known  that  a  minister  of  FruTice  had  declared  to 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  .^tates 
at  Paris,  that  it  was  not  intended  that  the  decree 
of  Bf'rlin  should  apply  to  the  United  States.  It  is 
equally  well  known,  that  no  American  vessel  had 
then  been  condemned  under  it,  or  seizure  been 
made,  with  which  the  British  government  was  ac¬ 
quainted.  The  facts  prove  incontestibly,  that  the 
measures  of  France,  however  unjustifiable  in  them¬ 
selves,  w’ere  nothing  more  than  a  pretext  for  those 
•f  England.  And  of  the  insufficiency  of  that  pre¬ 
text,  ample  proof  has  already  been  afforded  by  the 
British  government  itself,  and  in  the  most  impres¬ 
sive  form.  Although  it  was  declared  that  the 
orders  in  council  were  retaliatory  on  France  for 
her  decrees,  it  was  also  declared,  and  in  the  or¬ 
ders  themselves,  that  owing  to  the  superiority  of 
the  British  navy,  by  which  the  fleets  of  France 
and  her  allies  were  confined  within  their  own 
ports,  the-  French  decrees  were  considered  only 
as  empty  threats. 

It  is  no  justification  of  the  wrongs  of  one  pow¬ 
er,  that  the  like  were  committed  by  another  ; 
nor  ought  the  fact,  if  true,  to  have  been  urged 
by  either,  as  it  could  afibrd  no'  proof  of  its  love 
of  justice,  of  its  luagnanimity,  or  even  of  its  cou* 


rage.  It  is  more  worthy  the  government  of  a 
great  nation,  to  relieve,  than  to  assail  the  injur- 
Nor  can  a  repetition  of  the  wrongs  by  ano¬ 
ther  power  repair  the  violated  rights,  or  wound¬ 
ed  honor,  of  the  injured  party.  An  utter  inability 
alone  to  resist,  would  justify  a  quiet  surrender  of 
our  rights,  and  degrading  submission  to  the  will 
of  others.  To  that  condition  the  U.  States  are 
not  reduced  nor  do  they  fear  it.  That  they  ever 
consented  to  discuss  with  either  power  the  mis¬ 
conduct  of  the  other,  is  a  proof  of  their  love  of 
peace,  of  their  moderation,  and  of  the  hope  which 
they  still  indulged,  that  friendly  appeals  to  just 
and  generous  sentiments  would  not  be  made  to 
them  ill  vain.  But  the  motive  was  mistaken,  if 
their  forbearance  was  imputed,  either  to  the 
want  of  a  just  sensibility  to  their  wrongs,  or  of  a 
determination,  if  suitable  redress  was  not  ob¬ 
tained,  to  resent  them.  The  time  has  now  ar¬ 
rived  when  this  system  of  reasoning  must  cease. 
It  would  be  insulting  to  repeat  it.  It  would  be 
degrading  to  hear  it.  The  U.  States  mUvSia^ 
as  an  independent  nation,  and  assert  their  rights 
and  avenge  their  rvrnngs^  according  to  their  own 
estimate  of  them,  with  the  party  who  commits 
them,  holding  it  responsible  for  its  own  mis¬ 
deeds  unmitigated  by  those  of  another. 

For  the  difference  made  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  by  tl»e  application  of  the  non-impor¬ 
tation  act  against  Kngland  only,  the  motive  has 
l)een  already  too  often  explained,  and  is  too  well 
known  to  require  further  illustration.  In  the  com¬ 
mercial  restrictions  to  which  the  United  States  re¬ 
sorted  as  an  evidence  of  their  sensibility,  and  a  mild 
retaliation  of  their  wrongs,  they  invariably  placed 
both  powers  on  the  same  footing,  holding  to  each 
in  respect  to  itself,  the  same  accommodation,  ia 
case  it  accepted  the  comlition  offered,  and  in  re¬ 
spect  to  the  other,  the  same  restraint,  if  it  refu5«4. 
Had  the  British  government  confirmed  the  arrange¬ 
ment,  which  was  entered  into  with  the  British 
nistcr  in  1809,  and  France  maintained  her  decrees, 
wdth  France  would  the  United  States  have  had  <€► 
res'ist,  with  the  firmness  belonging  to  their  charac¬ 
ter,  the  continued  violation  oi  their  rights.  The 
committee  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  Prance 
has  greatly  injured  the  United  States,  and  that  sa¬ 
tisfactory  reparation  has  not  yet  been  made  for  ma¬ 
ny  of  those  injuries.  But  lliat  is  a  concern  whidk 
the  United  States  will  look  to  and  settle  for  them¬ 
selves.  The  high  character  of  the  American  peo¬ 
ple,  is  a  sqfficieut.. pledge  to -the  world,  that  they 
will  no't  fail  to  settle  it,  on  conditions' which  they 
have  a  right  to  claim. 

More  recently,  the  true  policy  of  the  British  go¬ 
vernment  towards  the  United  States  has  been  coi»- 
pletely  unfolded.  It  has  been  publicly  declared  by 
those  in  power,  that  the  orders  in  council  should 
not  be  repealed,  until  the  Franch  government  had 
revoked  all  its  internal  restraints  on  the  British 
comnjerce,  and  that  the  trade  of.  the  United  States, 
with  France  and  her  allies,  should  be  prohibited 
until  Groat  Britain  was  also  allowed  to  trade  with 
them.  By  this  declaration,  it  appears,  that  to  satis¬ 
fy  the  pretensions  of  the  British  government,  the 
Uniterl  States  must  join  Great  Britain  in  the  war 
W’itli  France,  and  prosecute  the  war,  until  France 
should  be  subdued,  for  without  her  subjugation,  it 
were  in  vain  to  presume  on  such  a  concession.  The 
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tioutility  of  the  British  government  to  there  states 
has  been  still  further  disclosed.  It  has  been  made 
manifest  that  tne  United  States  are  considered  by 
it  as  the  eoinniercial  rival  of  Great  Britain,  and 
that  their  prosperity  and  growth  are  iinconipatihle 
with  her  welfare.  When  all  these  circumstances 
are  taken  into  consideration,  it  is  impossible  for 
your  committea  to  doubt  the  motives  which  have 
governed  the  British  ministry  in  all  its  measures 
towards  the  United  States  since  the  year  180.'). 
£qually  is  it  impossible  to  doubt,  longer,  the 
•ourse  which  the  United  States  ought  to  pursue  to¬ 
wards  Great  Britain. 

From  this  view  of  the  multiplied  wrongs  of 
the  British  government-  since  the  cointnence- 
mont  of  the  present  war,  it  must  be  evident  to 
the  impartial  world,  that  the  contest  whiefi  is 
now  forced  on  the  United  States,  is  radically  a 
contest  for  their  sovereignty  and  independence. 
Your  committee  will  not  enlarge  on  any  of  the 
injuries,  however  great,  which  have  had  a  tran- 
iitory  effect. — They  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  those  of  a  parliamentary  nature 
only,  which  intrench  so  deeply  on  onr  most  im¬ 
portant  rights,  and  wound  .so  extensively  and 
vitally  our  best  interests,  as  could  not  fail  to  de¬ 
prive  the  United  States  of  the  principal  advan¬ 
tages  of  their  revolution,  if  submitted  to.  The 
controul  of  our  commerce  by  Great  Britain,  in 
regulating  at  pleasure,  and  expelling  it  almost 
from  the  ocean ;  the  oppressive  manner  in 
which  these  regidations  have  been  carried  into 
effect  by  seizing  and  confiscating  sucli  of  our  ves¬ 
sels  with  their  cargoes,  as  were  said  to  have 
violated  her  edicts,  often  without  previous  warn¬ 
ing  of  their  danger ;  the  impressment  of  our 
citizens  from  on  hoard  our  own  vessels  on  the 
bi^h  seas,  !fud  elsewhere,  and  holding  them  in 
bondage  until  it  suited  the  convenience  of  these 
oppressors  to  deliver  them  up,  are  enc.roach- 
mentc  of  that  high  and  dangerous  tendency 
which  could  not  fail  to  produce  that  pernicious 
effect,  nor  would  those  be  the  only  conse¬ 
quences  that  would  result  from  it. - The  Bri¬ 

tish  government  might  for  awhile  be  satisfied 
with  the  ascendancy  thus  gaiued  over  us,  but 
its  pretensions  would  soon  increase.  The  proof, 
which  so  complete  and  disgraceful  a  siibmissiou 
to  its  authority  would  afford  of  our  degeneracy, 
could  not  fail  to  inspire  confidence,  that  there 
was  no  limit  to  which  its  usurpations  and  our 
degradations  might  not  be  carried. 

Your  committee  believing  that  the  freeborn 
tons  of  America  are  worthy  to  enjoy  the  liber¬ 
ty  which  their  fathers  purchased  at  the  price  of 
much  blood  and  treasure,,  and  seeing  in  the 
measures  adopted  by  Great  Britain,  a  course 
commenced  and  persisted  in  which  might  lead 
to  a  loss  of  national  character  and  independence, 
(eel  not  hesitation  in  advising  resistance  by 
force,  in  which  the  Americans  of  the  present 
day  will  prove  to  the  enemy  and  to  the  world,  tlrat 
we  have  not  only  inherited  that  liberty  which 
our  fathers  gave  us,  but  also  the  will  and  power 
to  maintain  it.  Relying  on  the  patriotism  of 
the  nation,  and  confidently  trusting  that  the 
Lord  of  Uosta  will  go  with  us  to  battle  iu  a 


righteous  cause,  and  crown  our  efforts  with  suff-*. 
cess — your  committee  recommend  au  iinine-- 
diatc  appeal  to  ARMS. 


COURT  OF  INQUIRY. 

The  court  of  inquiry,  ordered  to  examine  in¬ 
to  and  report  upon  tlie  conduct  of  Brigadier 
General  Winder,  so  far  as  it  is  connected  with 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  ill  1814,  uiianniioiisiy  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing  as  tiie  result  of  their  iiivcsttgation. 

Tiie  court,  witn  great  attention  and  much  la¬ 
bour,  have  perused  the  numerous  papers  and 
documents  reierred  to  them,  from  whence  they 
collect :  that  Brigadier  GeiuTal  Winder  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  command  of  the  lUlh  military 
district,  of  which  Washington  w  as  a  part,  on  the 
!id  of  July,  1811;  that  immediately  thereafter 
he  took  every  means  ni  his  power  to  put  that 
district  into  a  proper  stale  of  detcncc  :  that  from 
the  period  when  well  grounded  apprehensions 
were  entertained  that  the  enemy  meditated  an 
attack  upon  the  capital,  his  exertions  were  great 
and  unreinitted  ;  that  through  these  exertioiiS 
he  was  enabled  to  bring  into  the  field,  on  the 
24th  of  August,  1814,  the  day  on  w  hich  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Bladensburg  was  fought,  ahoiii  5  or  fiUOO 
men,  all  of  w  hom,  excepting  lour  lumdied,  were 
militia;  that  he  could  not  collect  innch  more 
than  one  half  of  his  Ibrce  until  a  day  or  two  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  battle,  and  b  or  7()0U  of  them  did 
not  arrive  until  fifteen  minutes  before  its  com¬ 
mencement  ;  that  from  the  uncertainty  whether 
Baltimore,  the  city  of  Wa'shingtou,  or  fort  Wash¬ 
ington,  would  be  selected  as  the  point  of  attack, 
it  was  necessary  that  Brigadier  General  Win¬ 
der’s  troops  should  frequently  change  their  po¬ 
sitions,  owing  to  which,  and  alarms  causelessly 
excited  in  tlie  night  of  the  23d  of  August,  they 
were  all  much  fatigued  and  many  of  them  nearly 
exhausted  at  the  time  when  the  hostile  array 
was  crossing  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg ;  that 
the  officers  commanding  the  troops  were  gene¬ 
rally  unknown  to  General  Winder,  and  but  a  ve¬ 
ry  small  number  of  them  hid  enjoyed  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  military  instnictioii  or  experience. 

The  members  of  this  couit,  in  common  with 
their  fellow  citizens  lament,  deeply  lament,  the 
capture  of  the  capital,  and  tfiey  regard  with  no 
ordinary  indignation  the  spoliation  of  its  edifices, 
those  public  monuments  of  art  and  science,  al¬ 
ways  deemed  sacred  by  a  brave  and  generous 
foe ;  hut,  amidst  these  mingled  and  conflicting 
sensations,  they  nevertheless  feel  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  separate  the  individual  from  the  calami¬ 
ties  surrounding  him,  and  to  declare  that  to  the 
officer,  upon  whose  conduct  they  are  to  deter¬ 
mine,  no  censure  is  attributable.  On  the  con¬ 
trary.  when  they  take  into  consideration  the 
complicated  difficulties  and  embarrassments  un¬ 
der  which  he  lalwiired,  they  are  of  opinion,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  result,  that  he  is  entitled  to  no 
little  commendation  :  bclore  the  action  he  ei- 
hibited  industry,  zeal  and  talent,  and  during  itt 
cootiiiuance,  a  coolness,  a  promptitude  and  a 
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personal  valour  highly  honourable  to  himself 
worthy  of  a  better  fate. 

The  court  adjourued  sine  die. 

W.  SCOTT, 

Major  General  and  Fresideat. 
Attest.  G.  L.  NICHOLAS. 

Lieuteuaiit  and  Recorder. 

CONGRESS. 

In  Senate — Wednesday^  Feb.  15. 

Afcer  sitling  in  closed  doors  (on  the  trea¬ 
ty)  for  some  ttine — 

Tile  following  resolutions,  reported  the 
day  before  yesterday,  were  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  congress,  of  the  patriot- 
bm  and  good  conduct  of  the  people  of 
-  Louisiana  and  New  Orleans,  during  the 
late  military  operations  before  that  city. 
Rtsolred,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in 
congress  assimbled^  That  congress  entertain 
a  high  sense  of  the  patriotism,  fidelity,  zeal 
ami  courage,  with  which  the  people  of 
Louisiana  promptly  and  unanimously  step¬ 
ped  forth,  under  circumstances  of  iminent 
danger  from  a  powerful  invading  army,  in 
the  defence  of  all  the  individual,  social  and 
political  rights  held  dear  by  man.  Con¬ 
gress  declare  and  proclaim,  that  the  brave 
Louisianians  deserve  w^ell  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Rcsolvcd^.T h'dt  congress  entertain  a  high 
sense  of  the  generosity,  benevolence,  and 
humanity,  displayed  hy  the  people  of  New 
Orleans,  in  voluntarily  affording  the  best 
at  com  inflations  in  their  jiower,  and  giving 
tlie  kindest  attentions  to  the  wounded,  not 
only  of  our  owji  army,  but  also  to  the 
wounded  prisoners  of  a  vanquished  foe. 

/ifc‘ff>/afri/rhat  the  President  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted^  States  he  requested  to  cause  the  forego¬ 
ing  resolution  to  be  communicated  to  his 
excellency  the  governor  of  lamisiana,  ai> 
companied  with  a  request  that  he  cause  the 
greatest. possible  publicity  to  be  given  to 
them,  for  the  information  of  the  w  hole  peo¬ 
ple  of  Louisiana. 

Resolutions  expressive  of  the  thanks  of 
congress  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and 
the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their 
good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
congress  assembled^  That  the  thanks  of  con¬ 
gress  be,  and  they  are  hereby  given  to  Maj. 


3^ 

Jackson,  and  through  him  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  regular  army  of  the  militia,  and 
of  the  volunteeis  under  his  himudiate  c,onir 
UKind,  and  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  charg¬ 
ed  with  the  defence  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  for 
their  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct, 
conspicuously  displayed  against  the  enemy 
from  the  lime  of  his  landing  before  New 
Orleans,  until  his  final  expulsion  from  the 
state  of  Louisiana;  and  particularly  for 
their  valour,  skill,  and  good  conduct,  on  the 
8lh  of  January  last,  in  repulsing,  w  ith  great 
slaughter,  a  numerous  British  army  of  cho¬ 
sen  veteran  troops,  w  hen  attempting,  by  a 
bold  and  during  attack,  to  storm  ami  carry 
the.  works  hastily  thrown  up  for  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  and  thereby  obtaining  a 
j  most  signal  and  complete  victory  over  the 
enemy,  with  a  disparity  of  loss  on  his  part 
unexampled  in  military  annals. 

Resolved,  '^Phat  the  President  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  be  requesteil  to  cause  to  be  struck 
a  gold  medal,  with  devises  emblematicol  oT 
this  splendid  achievement,  and  presented 
to  Major  General  Jackson,  as  a  testimony 
of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  congress,, 
of  his  judicious  and  distingubhed  conduct 
on  that  memorable  occasion. 

Resolved,  that  the  President  of  the  Uni-* 
ted  States  be  requested  to  cause  the  fore¬ 
going.  resolutions  to  be  communicated  to 
Major  General  Jackson,  in  such  terms  as  he^ 
may  deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to 
the  objects  thereof. 

Resolved,  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  repre^ 
senlalive  of  the  United  States  of  America  £» 
conscres  assanbled.  That  congress  entertain  a 
high  sense  of  the  valour  and  conduct  of 
Commodore  D.  ’V.  Patterson,  of  the  officers, 
and  seamen,  attached  to  his  command,  for 
their  prompt  and  efficient  co  operation  with 
General-  Jackson,  in  the  late  gallant' and 
successful  defence  of  the  city  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  w  ben  assiiiled  by  a  powerfub  Britbh 
force. 

Resolved,  That  congress  entertain  a  high 
sense  of  the  valour  and  good  conduct  of 
Maj.  Daniel  Carmick,  of.  the  officers,  non¬ 
commissioned  officers,  and  marines,  under 
his  command,  in  the  defence  of  saiil  city, 
on  the  late  memorable  occasion. 

j  Feb.  17tb,  about  o’clock  Brig.  Gen.  Boyd 
I  commanding  3d  Military  District.  r€cciYe<l  a 
I  letter  froui  Col.  Monro.  Secretary  at  War,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Deparhnent  of  War,  Feb,  14,  .  181 5. 

Sir — It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  have 
to  inform  you  that  a  tee.% ty  of  peack  was 
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claded  between  tbe  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  at  Ghent,  on  the  24th  of  December  last. 

A  copy  of  this  Treaty  was  received  to-day 
by  Mr.  Carrol.  It  has  been  examined  by  the 
President,  and  will  (I  have  no  doubt)  be  ratified. 

1  give  you  this  information,  that  hostilities 
may  cease  immediately  between  our  troops  and 
those  of  Great  Britain.  It  will  be  proper  for 
you  to  notify  this  to  the  British  commander  in 
your  vicinity. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be  respectfully^ 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

To  the  Officer  Commanding  at  New-  York. 

General  Boyd,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
the  above,  despatched  Major  Spencer  in  the  Re¬ 
venue  Cutter  to  the  British  blockading  squadron, 
with  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  at 
war,  enclosed  in  the  following ; 

Headquarters,  3d  Military  District^ 
New-York,  February  17,  1815. 

Sir— I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you, 
by  Maj.  Spencer,  of  tlie  U.  States  army,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  I  have  this  morning  received  from 
the  Hon.  James  Monroe,  Secretary  of  War;  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  return  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States ;  and  to 
offer  you  such  refreshments  as  your  ships  may 
require. 

1  hare  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  respect, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  P.  BOYD,  Brig.  Gen. 

Commanding  3d  Military  District. 
Officer  Commanding  His  Britannic 

Majesty's  Ships  of  War  off  New-  York, 


LEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 
TREATY  OF  PEACE,  8fc, 

Tuesday,  Feb.  14 — The  Hon.  Mr.  Quincy, 
of  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  report  on 
measures  to  be  adopted  in  consequence  of  the 
news  received  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  made  the 
following 

REPORT: 

The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  being  im¬ 
pressed  with  a  deep  and  lively  sense  of  the 
goodness  of  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe, 
Id  restraining  the  wrath  of  man,  and  in  restoring 
the  blessings  of  peace  to  our  distressed  land  : 

Therefore,  Resolved^  That  on  Wednesday  the 
twenty-second  day  of  February  instant,  should 
information  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities  be 
received,  the  legislature  will  unite  in  public 
and  solemn  prayer  and  thanksgiving  to  Almighty 
God,  for  the  mercy  and  deliverance  he  has  thus 
vouchsafed  to  our  nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  chaplains  of  both  blanch¬ 
es  be  requested  to  make  selections  from  the 
scriptures  and  to  prepare  suitable  solemn  ser¬ 
vices. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor, 
bis  honour  the  lieutenant  governor  and  the  mem- 


bers  of  the  honourable  council  be  intifed  t6 
unite  with  the  legislature,  in  these  solemnities^ 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  joint  committee  be  appoint¬ 
ed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  and 
that  they  be  authorized  to  take  measures  for  a 
display  of  fire  works,  and  in  conjunction  with' 
the  selectmen  of  Boston,  for  a  general  illumina¬ 
tion  of  all  public  buildings  on  this  occasion. 

[Tliese  resolves  have  been  unanimously  adopt¬ 
ed  in  both  branches,  and  the  Hon.  Messrs.  Quin¬ 
cy,  Holmes,  and  Davis ;  and  Messrs.  Davis  of 
B.  Lincoln,  Webster  and  Knapp,  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  the  committee  of  arrangements.] 

A  joint  committee  was  directed  to  report  on 
what  further  public  business  it  is  necessary  to 
act  ut)on  this  session. 


for  the  examiner. 

Mr.  Gardcnicr, 

I  have  lately  seen  in  your  paper,  and 
in  others  in  this  city,  some  account  of  the 
place  of  nativity,  education  and  acquire¬ 
ments  of  General  Jackson,  who  command¬ 
ed  at  New  Orleans,  with  so  much  credit  to 
himself  and  honour  to  this  countrj".  The 
general’s  biograjdier  teaches  the  public  to 
believe,  that  he  w  as  born  in  North  Carolina, 
but  does  not  assert  it  as  incontrovertible.  It 
is  not,  perhaps,  of  any  great  consequence, 
what  country  or  place  gives  birth  to  a  brave 
man ;  but  true  history  is  of  great  importance 
to  our  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  facts. 
When,  then.  General  Jackson  contended 
so  bravely  and  successfully  against  the  ene¬ 
my,  he  contended  against  his  own  Country¬ 
men.  The  writer  of  this  cannot  take  upon 
himself  to  say  where  the  general  was  born, 
but  in  the  year  1790,  as  nearly  as  he  can 
now  recollect,  he  was  in  company  with  the 
general’s  father  at  Moretonhampstead,  12 
miles  west  of  the  city  of  Exeter,  in  England, 
where  he  had  lived  many  years,  as  a  maker, 
of  what  are  called,  Devonshire  serges;  at 
the  same  time  the  general  had  a  brother  re¬ 
sident  at  Dartmouth,  in  Devon. 

.  There  is  now  a  gentleman  in  this  city, 
w  ho  came  to  America  in  the  year  1795,  who 
brought  out  with  him  an  introductory  letter 
to  General  Jackson,  from  his  brother,  then 
living  at  Dartmouth ;  and  1  am  very  folly 
satisfied,  that  his  father  was  never  out  of  the 
island  of  Britain. 

By  inserting  the  aiiove  in  your  paper, 
you  will  oblige  your  humble  servant, 

DEVONIENSIS. 

Feb,  20t*,  1815. 
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The  Treaty. — The  peculiar  blessing  of 
a  republican,  representative  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  is,  that  public  rulers  can  enjoy  the 
honours  of  public  trust  no  longer  than  tliey 
are  worthy  of  public  confidence ;  and  that 
this  confidence  is  certain  of  being  denied  to 
those,  whose  services  have  not  merited  it. 
Stupidity  and  wickedness,  on  the  throne^ 
yield  no  hope  of  relief  but  from  death  or  re¬ 
volution.  But  in  representative  govern¬ 
ment  they  can  be  hissed  from  power  the 
instant  they  become  manifest  Such,  at 
least,  is  the  doctrine  of  those,  who  have  de- 
delighted  in  free  government.  Such  is 
mine.  Attached  to  the  republican  system, 
by  the  strongest  convictions;  confiding  in 
its  strength  and  permanency,  from  the  most 
satisfactory  experience,  I  look  fonvard  to 
but  one  evblence  more  of  its  perfect  eflficien- 
ey.  Stupidity  and  wickedness,  once  known, 
cannot  obtain  the  sullVages  of  a  free  people. 
If  they  could,  the  difference  between  a  mo¬ 
narchy  and  a  republic,  would  be  small  in¬ 
deed.  The  first  would  be  seen  enduring, 
because  it  was  compelled  to  endure ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  because  it  chose  to  endure.  In  a  repub¬ 
lic.  the  race  of  glory  is  open  to  all..  But  if 
“  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift if  he  who 
has  nothing  to  boast,  while  he  is  subject  to 
abundance  of  just  reproaches  ;  if  he  can  be 
secure  of  the  highest  eulogy  and  reward,  the 
spirit  of  arduous  and  intelligent  enterprise 
must  be  extinguished,  in  noble  minds.  It 
is  when  folly,  imbecility,  and  wickedness 
are  precipitated  from  their  high  seats,  that 
honest  talent  and  generous  ambition  are 
prompted  to  present  themselves  for  public 
favour.  But  when  beings,  whose  whole 
conduct  shows  them  to  be  great  in  little 
things,  and  little  in  great  things,  can,  by 
cunning,  by  management,  by  intrigue,  se¬ 
cure  the  shouts  of  the  multitude,  only  they, 
who  are  cunning  and  base  like  them,  will 
covet  distinction,  and  the  republic  will  be 
servoil  exclusively  by  those,  who  seek  only 
to  »)ppy  upon  its  vitals;  the  impulses  of 
generous  emulation  will  subside,  with  the 
first  effort. 

It  is,  therefore,  of  the  first  importance, 
both  to  the  prosperity  of  the  present  time, 
and  all  our  hopes  of  the  future,  that  it 
should  be  an  established  axiom  in  ouf  free 
government,  that  those  who  liave  been  un¬ 
able  to  render  service  to  the  public,  should 
not  dare  to  hope  for  public  favour.  Espe¬ 
cially  that  they  who  have  promised  great 
public  benefils  from  their  projects,  should 
meet  with  indignant  resentment  if  they! 

HI.  D  d 


have  protluced  nothing  hut  public  calami¬ 
ty  ;  for  if  he  who  does  ill,  and  he  w  ho  does 
well,  are  alike  secure  of  esteem,  why  is  our 
government  better  than  any  other  ?  B  dif 
he  who  does  ill,  is  peculiarly  the  object  of 
public  applause,  what  government  can  be 
worse  ? 

An  examination,  therefore,  into  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Mr.  Madison’s  administration,  and  a 
correct  decision  upon  it,  on  the  part  of  this 
people,  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  And 
the  decision  which  this  people  shall  pro- 
no!ince  upon  it,  will  decide  by  what  fneans 
[)ublic  a))probation  is  to  be  secured  in  th« 
United  States. 

If  the  members  of  this  administration 
have,  indeed,  conducted  wisely,  gallantly, 
honestly,  let  their  fame  be  holy  and  per¬ 
petual.  If  they  have  gained  for  their  coun¬ 
try  either  i>rosperity  or  glory,  let  them  be 
deafened  with  the  full  and  unbounded  thun¬ 
ders  of  universal  applause.  Butri^^n  the 
contrary,  they  have  been  in  all  things  defi¬ 
cient  ;  if  they  have  been  mean,  base,  imbe- 
I  cile,  and  cowanlly  ;  if  every  step  of  their 
course  has  impressed  calamity  upon  their 
country,  let  us  have,  at  least,  the  benefit  of 
being  able  to  warn  others  by  their  punish^ 
ment  and  disgrace,  that  public  usefulness 
can  alone  secure  piblic  approbation. 

The  war  is  now  at  an  end ;  and  now,  at 
least,  it  is  hoped,  that  there  will  he  no  mo- 
!  ral  treason  in  developing  the  conduct  of  our 
j  rulers.  The  affair  is,  at  last,  every  on# 

I  must  admit,  between  us,  the  people,  and 
oiir  servants.  And  no  one  can  now  pre¬ 
tend,  that  an  endeavour  to  obtain  good 
public  servants  to  manage  our  affairs,  will 
be  a  benefit  to  Great  Britain. 

The  reader  will  |)erceive  by  a  peru¬ 
sal  of  the  manifesto  of  the  American  ad¬ 
ministration,  high  wrought  and  high  co- 
lom*ed  as  it  is,  that  the  treaty  takes  no 
sort  of  notice  of  a  single  one  of  its  nume¬ 
rous  inflammatary  topics ;  nor  does  it  squint 
at  the  sraallesf  redress  for,  or  the  slightest 
protection  against,  any  one  of  the  evils 
which  induced  this  potent  administration  of 
ours,  “  to  cry  havoc^  and  let  slip  the  dogs  of 
war.”  The  provisions  of  the  ‘treaty  regaid 
only  such  claims  as  the  British  government 
has,  since,  and  in  consequence  of  the  war, 
set  up,  and  deemed  it  expedient  to  persist 
in.  America  commenced  war,  far  Ameri¬ 
can  rights,  for  the  redress  of  American 
wrongs ;  and  the  treaty  of  peace  ynwides 
only  for  a  mode  of  ascertaining  and  adjust¬ 
ing^  British  rights,  and  British  prettosions! 


358 


f 


THE  EXAMINER. 


The  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  hith¬ 
erto  unquestioned,  and  long  quietly  possess¬ 
ed,  are  submitted  to  arbitration !  And  if 
so  fie  monarchical  umpire,  some  sceptered 
brother  of  the  British  king,  shall  decide  that 
the  boundaries  by  which  we  have  hitherto 
poss'^ssed  our  country,  must  be  broken  up, 
we  are  doomed  to  retire  in  obedience  to  the 
roy  1  mandate.  The  limits  of  the  repiblic 
are  committed  to  the  wisdom  and  honesty  of 
a  King  ! 

In  the  meantime  the  islands  in  Passama- 
quoddy  bay  are  to  remain  in  the  [losses- 
sion  of  Great  Britain. 

Such  then  is  the  redress  we  have  receiv¬ 
ed  for  the  manifold  injuries  w  hich  produced 
the  declaration  of  the  war !  An  arbitration, 
with  a  royal  umpire,  is  to  decide,  what  por¬ 
tion  of  our  actual  possessions  shall  be  lopped 
off,  for  annexation  to  the  British  colonies;  and 
this  is  an  honourable  attonement  for  the  hor¬ 
rid  inflilts  which  glare  upon  us  in  every  line 
of  the  manifesto;  this  is  our  security  against 
future  contumely  and  oppression  !  For  this 
have  the  sources  of  our  prosperity  been  dri¬ 
ed  up ;  for  this  has  our  treasure  been  squan¬ 
dered  so  profligately  that  the  national  bank¬ 
ruptcy  w'as  openly  confessed  and  circum- 
■etantially  detailed  by  the  administration  ;  for 
this  have  our  seamen  been  banished  from 
their  ships,  and  their  shij)s  from  the  ocean ; 
for  this  have  we  piled  up  an  enormous  na¬ 
tional  debt,  and  subjected  ourselves  to  a 
taxation  as  oppressive  as  it  is  interminable; 
for  this  have  the  lives  of  our  countrymen 
been  sacrificed,  by  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  ! 

And  this  is  an  honourable  peace !  The 
wrar  was  a  just  war,  because  Great  Britain 
had  inflicted  injuries  and  advanced  preten¬ 
sions  which  would,  if  submitted  to,  be  a 
virtual  surrender  of  our  independence. — 
By  the  treaty  these  injuries  are  not  redress¬ 
ed,  nor  these  pretensions  renounced.  Nay, 
the  pretensions  of  the  aggressor  are  alone 
deemed  worthy  of  being  provided  for.  Yet 
the  war  was  a  just  war — and  the  peace  is  an 
honourable  peace ! 

Men  who  can  hold  this  language,  are  sunk 
so  deep  in  moral  depravity,  their  souls  are 
so  blasted  with  infamy,  that  neither  the  in¬ 
justice  of  a  war,  nor  the  disgrace  of  a  peace, 
can  depress  and  excite  one  single  arterial 
pulsation.  They  are  but  the  hackneyed 
jades  of  party,  equally  passive  under  the 
burdens  of  infamy,  and  the  lashes  of  indig¬ 
nant  detestation. 

But  to  this  pass  are  the  tools  of  administra¬ 


tion  now  brought.  They  are  obliged  to 
maintain  that  the  war  was  for  rights ;  and 
therefore  a  just  war ;  they  are  obliged  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  by  the  peace  these  rights  are  aban¬ 
doned,  but  to  insist,  that  the  peace  is,  ne¬ 
vertheless,  an  honourable,  a  glorious  peace  1 
They  are  obliged  to  call  the  war  on  the 
part  of  America,  a  just  war,  and  yet  they 
will,  one  and  all,  rejoice  and  illuminate  for  a 
peace,  which  has  provided  only  for  British 
pretensions ! 

Our  conflict  with  France,  in  ’98  and  ’99, 
ended  honourably  ;  gloriously  for  the  coun¬ 
try  and  the  administration.  Every  thing 
sought  by  that  conflict  was  obtained  and  se¬ 
cured.  But  the  statesmen  and  heroes  of 
that  day,  received  upon  the  laurels  which 
decorated  their  brows,  the  blows  which 
consigned  them  to  political  annihilation  ! 

Our  conflict  with  England  has  resulted  in 
total  discomfiture — in  the  abandonment  of 
every  ol^ect  sought  by  it,  and  we  are  doom-; 
ed  to  hear  the  names  of  Madison  and  Mon¬ 
roe  resounding  in  reiterated  and  tumultuous 
shouts  to  the  heavens  ! 

But  this  is  a  case  in  which  the  people 
cannot  be  misled.  However  they  may  ap¬ 
preciate  the  necessity  of  making  peace, 
however  they  may  rejoice  at  their  provi¬ 
dential  escape  from  the  miseries  which  sur? 
rounded  them,  they  can  never  be  brought  to 
assent  to  the  manifest  contradiction,  the 
palpable  absurdity,  that  such  a  war  was 
just ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  such  a  peace 
is  honourable,  to  the  men  who  are  the  au¬ 
thors  of  both.  If  the  w  ar  was  just,  the  peace 
is  dishonourable,  disgraceful.  But  if  the 
peace  is  honourable,  it  can  only  be  so,  be¬ 
cause  the  w'ar  was  without  any  justifiable 
object. 

To  those  who  have  wished  for  peace,  be¬ 
cause  the  war  was  for  no  object  of  real  im¬ 
portance,  the  treaty  is  a  blessing  indeed  ! 
However  it  may  be  lamented,  that  the  infa¬ 
mous  conduct  of  the  war,  on  the  part  of  the 
American  administration,  has  obliged  our 
commissioners  at  Ghent  to  go  further  than 
to  agree  to  a  mere  cessation  of  hostilities, 
yet  still  they  hail  the  return  of  peace,  with 
true  and  sincere  gratitude  to  the  giver  of  all 
g#od.  They  mourn,  that  it  has  been  so 
long,  so  unnecessarily,  so  wickedly  delayed. 
Rut  still  they  rejoice  that  it  has  arrived  at 
last. 

Long  before,  might  a  peace,  a  peace  in¬ 
volving  not  the  least  feeling  of  national  hu¬ 
miliation,  have  been  concluded.  Overtures 
to  that  purport  were  made  by  the  British  go- 
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Vernnient,  in  a  manner  which,  as  it  seemed 
to  indicate  humility  on  their  part,  excited 
only  arrogance  on  the  part  of  our  admin i* 
stration.  We  have  leisure  now  to  look  back, 
and  we  shall,  after  doing  so,  be  all  astonish- 
e<l  at  the  horrible  infatuation  which  per¬ 
vaded  our  councils. 

War  was  declared  on  the  l8th  of  June, 
1812.  The  British  orders  in  council  were 
revoked  on  the  23(1  of  the  same  month; 
and  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  message  to  the  next 
congress,  declared,  that  “  a  repeal  of  the  or- 
“  ders  in  council,  susceptible  of  explana- 
“  tions,  mec'ting  the  views  of  this  govern- 
“  ment,  had  taken  place.’'  These  orders, 
therefore,  w  ere  hot  in  question,  between  the 
two  countries.  The  great,  and  what  had 
almost  universally  been  considered  as  the 
only,  cause  of  war,  was  now  withdrawn, 
by  the  British  government.  In  addition  to 
this,  that  government  hastened  to  despatch 
Sir  John  Bortase  Warren  with  pacific  over¬ 
tures,  ’>elieving,  as  we  had  all  done,  that  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  must  immediately 
follow’. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Admiral  War¬ 
ren's  communication. 

Halifax^  Nora  Scotia^  Sept.  30. 

Sir — ^Tiie  departure  of  Mr.  Foster  from  Ameri¬ 
ca,  has  devolved  upon  me  the  charge. of  making 
known  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  govern- 
iiioMt  of  the  United  i^taies,  the  sentiments  enter¬ 
tained  by  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  upon 
the  existing  relations  of  the  two  countries. 

You  will  observe,  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  an 
order  in  council,  bearing  date  the^Sd  of  .Tune,  1812, 
lliat  the  orders  in  council  of  the  7th  of  .Taniiary, 
1807,  and  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  ceased  to  exist 
nearly  at  the  same  time  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  declared  war  against  his  majesty. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  declaration  in 
Tion»lon,  the  order  in  council,  of  which  a  copy  ii 
herewith  enclosed  to  you,  was  issued  on  the  Slst 
day  of  July,  for  the  embaigo  and  detention  of  all 
American  ships. 

U  Oiler  these  circumstances,  I  am  commanded  to 
propo.ee  to  yoUr  government  tlie  immediate  cessa- 
fion  of  hostiIitie.«»  between  the  two  cr»untries,  ainl  I 
shall  be  most  happy  to  be  the  instrument  of  bring¬ 
ing  about  a  reconciliation,  so  interesting  and  bene¬ 
ficial  to  America  and  Great  Britain. 

I  therefore  propose  to  you,  that  the  government 
of  the  Unitetl  ‘States  of  America  shall  instantly  re¬ 
call  their  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  Bri¬ 
tish  ships,  together  with  all  orders  and  instructions 
for  any  acts  of  hostility  whatever  against  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  his  majesty,  or  the  persons  or  property  of 
his  subjects;  with  the  understanding,  that,  imme¬ 
diately  on  my  receiving  from  you  an  official  assu¬ 
rance  to  that  effect,  I  shall  instruct  all  the  officers 
under  ray  command  to  desist  from  corresponding 
measures  of  war,  against  the  ships  and  property  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  1  shall  transmit  with¬ 
out  delay,  corresponding  intelligence  to  the  seve- 
^1  part#  ef  the  world  vrherf^  hostilities  may  have 


commenced.  The  British  conunanders  in  which, 
will  be  required  to  discontinue  hostilities  from  the 
receipt  of  such  notice. 

Should  the  American  government  accede  to  the 
above  proposal  for  terminating  hostilitie.*;,  I  am  au¬ 
thorized  to  arrange  with  yoii  as  to  the  revocation 
of  the  laws  which  interdict  the  commerce  and  ships 
of  w  ar  of  Great  Britain  from  the  harlK>urs  and  wa¬ 
ters  of  the  United  States ;  in  the  default  of  which 
revocation  within  such  reasonable  periotls  as  may 
be  agreed  upon,  you  will  observe  by  the  order  of 
the  23(1  June,  the  orders  in  council  of  January,  1807, 
and  April,  1809,  are  to  be  revived. 

The  officer  wlio  Conveys  this  letter  to  the  Amc^ 
rican  coast,  has  received  ray  orders  to  put  to  sea 
immediately  upon  the  delivering  of  this  despatch 
to  the  competent  authority ;  and  I  earnestly  re¬ 
commend  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  communica¬ 
ting  to  nie  the  decision  of  your  government,  per¬ 
suaded  as  1  feel  that  it  cannot  but  be  of  a  nature 
to  lead  to  a  speedy  termination  of  the  present  dif¬ 
ferences.” 

I’he  flag  of  tnice  which  you  may  charge  with 
your  reply,  W'ill  find  one  of  my  cruisers  at  Sandy 
Hook,  ten  days  after  the  landing  of  this  despatch, 
which  I  have  directed  to  call  there  with  a  flag  of 
truce  for  that  purpose. 

Had  an  armistice  now'  taken  place,  in¬ 
stead  of  armies,  debts  and  taxes,  instead  oT 
the  sufferings  we  have  endured,  the  money 
which  has  been  squandered,  and  the  blood 
which  has  been  lavished,  the  commerce  of 
the  whole  world,  unrestricted  either -by 
French  decress,  or  British  orders  is  councii» 
would  have  been  open  to  us.  But  Napole¬ 
on  Bonaparte  was  in  full  march  with  an  ar¬ 
my  of  six  hundred  thousand  men  for  Mos¬ 
cow  ;  the  dark  cloud  of  military  despotism 
overspread  the  face  of  Eurojie,  and  England 
was  making  her  last  effort  in  support  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  liberty  and  independence*  This  was 
not,  therefore,  the  moment  for  a  cabinet  of 
American  republicans  to  discontinue  the 
diversion,  which  had  been  concerted  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  great  destroyer  of  na¬ 
tions.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  pacific 
overtures  of  Great  Britain  were  to  be  resist¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  only  difficulty  now  was,  how 
to  do  thaf^  in  a  manner  calculated  to  avoid 
the  indignation  of  the  American  people. 
U[)on  this  distressing  occasion,  Messrs.  Ma¬ 
dison  and  Monroe  clubljed  their  wits,  and 
prcnluced  the  following  reply ;  calculated 
for  the  most  part,  it  will  readily  ajipear, 
more  for  popularity  than  as  a  mere  answer 
to  the  overture  which  had  been  made.  H'he 
whole  difficulty  hung  on  impressinents.  The 
italicised  expressions  w'ill  show  how  ^dear 
these  impressments  were  to  those  rev  rend 
seniors,  the  able  disciples  of  Machiavel. 

Department  of  state,  Oct.  27, 1812. 

Sir-— I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  let¬ 
ter  of  the  Mnh  ult.  and  to  submit  it  to  tka  coniida- 
ration  of  the  president. 
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It  appearf  that  yau  are  aathoriaecl  to  propose  a 
eefisation  of  hostilities  between  the  United  States 
and  Cireat  Brrtain,  on  the  grcMind  of  the  repeal  ol 
the  orders  in  council,  and  in  case  the  proposition  is 
acceded  to,  to  take  mea.sures  in  concert  with  this 
government,  to  carry  it  into  complete  effect  on  both 
sides. 

You  state,  also,  that  you  have  in  charge,  in  that 
event,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  United  States  for  the  repeal  of  the 
laws  which  interdict  the  ships  of  war  and  the  com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Britain  from  the  harbours  and  wa¬ 
ters  of  the  United  States.  And  you  intimate,  that 
if  the  proposition  is  not  acceded  to,  the  orders  in 
council  (repealed  conditionally  by  that  of  the  28d 
of  June  last)  will  be  revived  against  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States. 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you,  that  it  will  be 
very  satisfactory  to  the  president  to  meet  the  Bri¬ 
tish  government  in  such  arrangements  as  may  ter¬ 
minate  without  delay  the  hostilities  which  now' 
exist  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  on  conditions  to  hath  nalians. 

At  the  moment  of  the  declaration  of  war,  the 
president  gave  a  signal  proof  of  the  attachment  of 
thef  United  States  to  peace.  Instructions  W’ere 
giv'en  at  that  early  period  to  the  late  charge  des 
affaires  of  the  United  States  at  London,  to  pro- 
jwse  to  the  British  government  an  armistice  on 
conditions  which  it  was  presumeil  would  have  been 
•atisfactory.  It  has  been  seen  with  regret  that  the 
propositions  made  by  Mr.  Munroe,  j)nrficularli/  in 
regard  to  the  important  interest  of  impressment,  was 
rejected,  and  that  none  was  offered  through  that 
channel,  as  a  basis  on  which  hostilities  might 
cease. 

As  your  government  has  authorized  you  to  pro¬ 
pose  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  is,  doubtless, 
aware  of  the  important  and  salutary  effect  which  a 
satisfactory  adju^^tment  of  this  difference  cannot 
fail  to  have  on  the  future  relations  betw'een  the 
tw^  countries,  T  indulge  the  hope  that  it  has.  ere 
this,  given  you  full  power  for  the  purpose.  Expe¬ 
rience  has  sufficiently  evinced  that  no  peace  can  be 
durable  unless  this  object  is  provided  for.  It  is  pre- 
fumed,  therefore,  that  it  is  equallv  the  interest  of 
both  countries  to  adjust  it  at  this  time. 

Without  further  discussing  questions  of  right, 
the  president  is  desirous  to  provide  a  remedy  for 
the  evils  complained  of  on  both  sides.  The  claim 
of  the  British  government  is,  to  take  from  the  mer¬ 
chant  vessels  of  other  countries  British  subjects. 
In  the  practice,  the  commanders  of  British  ships  of 
war  often  take  from  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  American  citizens.  If  the  United 
States  prohibit  the  employment  of  British  subjects 
in  their  service,  and  enforce  the  prohibition  of 
suitable  regulations  and  penalties,  the  motive  for 
the  practice  is  taken  away.  It  is  in  this  mode  that 
the  president  is  willing  to  accommodate  this  im¬ 
portant  controversy  with  the  British  government, 
mild  it  cannot  be  conceived  on  what  ground  the 
arrangement  can  be  refused. 

A  suspension  of  the  practice  of  impressnient,  pend- 
rj%g  tfu  armistice,  seems  to  be  a  necessary  consequence 
It  cannot  be  presumed,  while  the  parties  are  engaised 
wi  a  negotiation  to  adjust  amicably  this  important 
difference,  that  the  United  States  would  admit  the 
right,  or  acquiesce  in  the  practice,  of  the  opposite  par- 
*y ;  or  that  Great  Britain  woaid  be  unwilling  to 


restrain  her  cruizers  from  a  practice  which  would- 
have  the  strongest  tendency  to  defeat  the  negotia¬ 
tion.  It  is  presumable  that  both  parties  would  en¬ 
ter  into  the  negotiation  with  a  sincere  desire  to  give 
it  effect.  For  this  purpose  it  is  necessary  that  a 
clear  and  di.stinct  understanding  he  first  obtained 
between  them,  of  the  accommodation  which  each 
is  prepared  to  make.  If  the  British  government  is 
willing  to  suspend  the  practice  of  impressment  from 
American  vessels,  on  consideration  that  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  will  exclude  British  seamen  from  their 
service,  the  regulations  by  which  this  compromise 
should  be  carried  into  efi'ect  w'ould  be  solely  the 
object  of  negotiation.  The  armistice  w'onld  be  of 
short  duration.  If  the  parties  agreed,  j^ieace  would 
he  the  result.  If  the  negotiation  failed,  each, 
would  be  restored  to  its  former  stale,  and  to  all  its 
pretensions,  by  recurring  to  war. 

Lord  Casticreagli,  in  his  note  to  Mr.  lliissell» 
seems  to  have  supposed,  that,  had  the  British 
government  accepted  the  propositions  made  to 
it,  Great  Britain  would  have  suspended  imme¬ 
diately  the  exercise  of  a  right,  on  the  mere  as¬ 
surance  of  this  government  that  a  law  would  be 
afterwards  passed  to  prohibit  the  employment 
of  British  seamen  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  Great  Britain  would  have  no 
agi'iicy  in  the  regulation  to  give  elt'ect  to  that 
proposition.  Such  an  idea  was  not  in  the  con¬ 
templation  of  this  government,  nor  is  to  be  rea¬ 
sonably  inferred  from  Mr.  KusseH’s  note  ;  lest, 
liow’ever,  by  possibility  such  an  inference 
might  be  drawn  from  the  instructions  to  Mr.  R. 
and  anxious  that  there  should  be  no  misunder¬ 
standing  in  the  ca.se,  subsequent  instructions 
were  given  to  Mr.  li.  with  a  view  to  obviate 
every  objection  ol*  the  kind  alluded  to.  As  they 
bear  date  on  the  27th  July,  and  were  forwarded 
by  the  British  packet  Althea,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  they  may  have  been  received  and 
acted  on. 

I  am  happy  to  explain  to  you  thus  fully  the 
views  of  my  government  on  this  important  sub¬ 
ject.  The  president  desires  that  the  war  which 
exists  between  our  countries  should  be  termi¬ 
nated  on  such  conditions  as  may  secure  a  solid 
and  durabh*.  peace.  To  accomplish  this  great 
object  it  is  mcessary  that  the  irUerest  of  impress¬ 
ment  be  satisfactorily  arranged.  He  is  willing 
that  Great  Britain  should  be  secured  against  the 
evils  ot^'which  she  complains.  He  seeks  on  the 
other  hand  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
slioiild  be  protected  against  a  practice  which, 
while  it  degrades  the  nation,  deprives  them  of 
their  rights  as  freemen,  takes  them  by  force 
from  their  families  and  their  country  into  a  fo¬ 
reign  service,  to  fight  the  battles  of  a  foreign 
power,  perhaps  against  their  own  kindred  and 
country.  ♦ 

1  abstain  from  entering,  in  this  communica¬ 
tion,  into  other  grounds  of  difference.  The  or¬ 
ders  in  council  having  been  repealed,  (with  a 
reservation  not  impairing  a  corresponding  right 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States)  and  no  illegal 
blockades  revived  or  instituted  in  their  stead, 
and  an  understanding  being  obtained  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  impressment,  in  the  mode  herein  pro- 
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posed,  tbe  president  is  willing  to  agree  to  a  ces-  i 
sation  of  hostilities,  with  a  view  to  arrange  by  j 
treaty,  in  a  more  distinct  and  ample  manner,  | 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties,  every 
other  subject  of  controversy. 

I  will  only  add  that  if  there  be  no  objection 
to  an  accommodation  of  the  difference  relating 
to  impressment,  in  the  mode  proposed,  other 
than  the  suspension  of  the  British  claim  to  im¬ 
pressment  during  the  armistice,  there  can  be 
none  to  proceeding,  without  the  armistice, 
to  an  immediate  discussion  and  arrangement  of 
an  article  on  that  subject.  This  great  question 
being  satisfactorily  adjusted,  the  way  will  be 
open  either  for  an  armistice  or  any  otlier  course 
leading  most  conveniently  and  expeditiously  to 
a  general  pacification. 

Impressments  could  not  be  arranged ;  and 
the  war  was  continued.  Now,  then,  !  ask 
again,  was  this  war  continued  Justly  ?  If  it 
was,  it  must  he,  because  an  arrangement  on 
the  suliject  of  impressment  vv  is  inseparably 
connected  with  the  honour  of  the  nation; 
and  if  it  was  so,  then  is  the  late  treaty  of 
peace  dishonourable ^  and  disgraceful  to  the 
administration,  which  has  given  it  sanction. 

Where  shall  this  guilty  administration 
conceal  their  infamy  ?  Either  they  have 
maile  a  dishonouralile  peace,  or  they  have 
for  more  than  two  years  wickedly  subjected 
their  country  to  an  unnecessary  and  ruin¬ 
ous  war.  Let  them  choose  the  crime  of 
which  they  will  stand  convicted.  Of  one 
or  the  other  they  are  certairdy  guilty ;  and 
in  either  case,  unjil  to  be  the  mlers  of  a 

FREF.  PEOPLE. 

From  what  has  already  been  said  on 
this  subject,  it  will  have  appeared,  that 
^Ir.  Madisdn  was  in  no  degree  moved  by 
the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  to  con¬ 
clude  an  armistice;  but  that  he  pledged 
himself  to  this  nation  and  the  world,  to 
maintain  and  establish  his  pretensions  in 
regard  to  impressments.  The  strong  ex- 
pressions  which  occur  so  frequently,  as  to 
seem  forced,  in  the  answer  to  Admiral  War- 
ren^  committed  Mr.  Madison,  and  with  him 
the  w'ar  party,  upon  the  subject,  not  merely 
as  the  servants  of  a  great  people,  but  in 
their  individual  characters.  I  am  certainlv 
not  disposed  to  insist  that  a  nation  which 
has  commenced  a  contest  for  rights  of  doubt¬ 
ful  character,  and  of  diflicult  attainment, 
may  not  withdraw  from  it,  honourably.  In¬ 
deed  it  is  the  very  reason  why  the  peace  is 
honourable  to  the  nation.  But  it  is  never¬ 
theless  most  clear,  that  after  what  Mr.  Ma¬ 
dison  had  declared  on  the  subject  of  im¬ 
pressments,  HE  could  not  honournhly  aban¬ 
don  the  conflict ;  especially  as  what  he  said 


was  not,  at  the  time,  necessary  or  even  pru¬ 
dent  to  be  said.  W  e  have,  in  this  country^ 
and  with  some  reason  too,  considered  it  no 
small  triumph,  that  the  British  commis¬ 
sioners,  after  advancing  such  high  claims 
as  they  did,  and  insisting  so  peremptorily 
upon  their  sine  qua  non,  were  obliged  to 
withdraw  them.  They  endeavoured  to  get 
all  they  could;  but  in  doing  so  they  never 
committed  their  own  honour,  or  that  of  their, 
nation,  in  terms  formal,  explicit,  and  irrevo¬ 
cable,  upon  the  character  of  their  preten¬ 
sions.  Not  so  Mr.  Madison.-  He  w'as  not 
'content  with  merely  setting  up  a  novel  and 
certainly  very  questionable  pretension,  H« 
went  much  farther.  In  the  answer  to  Adnv-- 
ral  Warren,  he  declared,  not  merely,  that 
the  British  practice  of  impressing  from  A- 
merican  vessels  was  a  violation  of  right, 

but  that  it  “  DEGRADED  THE  NATION,  AND 
DEPRIVED  THEM  OF  THEIR  RIGHTS  AS  FREE¬ 
MEN.”  After  saying  this,  Mr.  Madison 
could  not,  without  dissrrace  awl  infamy,  con¬ 
clude  a  peace,  which  should  leave  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  impressing,  exactly  upon  the  fool¬ 
ing  on  which  the  British  government  had 
all  along  desired  to  have  it ;  upon  a  far 
worse  footing  in  fact,  than  the  stipulatioa 
made  during  Mr.  Fox’s  ministry  had  placeif 
it,  but  which  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madi¬ 
son  at  that  time  indignantly  rejected.  The 
Tir  ictice,  says  Mr.  Madison  “  degrades  the 
nation  therefore,  I  continue  the  war.  But 
Mr.  Madison  makes  neace;  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  continues.  Now  of  two  things  oner 
either  it  was  false,  that  the  practice  de¬ 
graded  the  nation,  or,  he  has  degraded  the 
nation, by  T>ermkting  it  to  be  continued.  The 
universal  joy  of  the  people  upon  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  a  peace,  which  leaves  the  question 
of  impressments,  just  where  the  war  found 
it,  proves  that  they  do  not  consider  them¬ 
selves  either  degraded.or  disgraced.  Perhaps 
no  people  in  the  world,  would,  less  than  ours, 
endure  degradation  and  disgrace.  Them 
can,  thFrefore,  he  no  error  in  insisting  that 
the  public  delight,  the  universal  ecstacy 
among  all  parties,  completely  proves  the 
universal  belief,  that  Mr.  Madison  spoke  the 
thinr  which  was  not,  when  he  said  that  the 
practice  of  impressing  desrraded  the  nation. 
Here  again,  of  two  things,  one ;  either 
Mr.  Madison,  when  he  made  this  assertion,, 
when  he  did  all  he  could  to  commit  the  na- 
tTonal  character  on  it,  did  beliwe  what  he 
advanced  to  be  true ;  or,  he  meant  to  sneak 
the  thing  which  was  not.  If  he  l>€lieved  iL 
he  has  consented  to  be  the  iastnimeut  to 
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degrade  the  nation.  If  he  did  not  believe  in 
the  truth  of  what  he  said,  and  I  confess  1 
believe  he  did  not;  what  a  character  does 
he  present,  as  the  first  magistrate  of  a  moral 
and  religious  people  ! 

These  are  tricks,  however,  in  w  hich  our 
adroit  and  most  veritable  president  is  a 
perfect  adept. 

Our  embargoes  and  non-intercourses, 
w^ere  all  intended  to  secure  American  rights. 
£xem])tion  from  impressment  was  one  of 
them.  Yet  when  the  whole  system  was 
agreed  to  be  abandoned  by  the  famous  ar¬ 
rangement  with  Mr.  Erskine,  that  arrange¬ 
ment  was  as  silent  on  the  degrading  subject 
of  impressment,  as  the  late  treaty.  So  that 
Mr.  Madison’s  declaration,  as  to  the  degra¬ 
ding  character  of  the  practice,  stands  dis¬ 
proved,  and  himself  disgraced,  both  a ! 
priori  and  a  posteriori.  How  shall  we  ac-  j 
count  for  it?  In  1809,  an  accommodation 
might  well  be  made  with  Great  Britain,  per¬ 
mitting  the  practice  to  continue.  In  1812, 
the  continuance  of  the  practice  degraded  the 
nation.  In  1815,  another  accommodation, 
which  again  permits  the  practice,  “  is  in 
every  respect  honourable !”  How  shall  we 
account  for  it  ?— In  1812,  Napoleon  Bona¬ 
parte  made  his  greatest  and  most  desperate 
effort  against  the  inde[)endence  of  Europe, 
and  the  freedom  of  mankind.  And  the  re¬ 
publican  president  felt  himself  bounds  no 
doubt,  to  persevere  in  the  diversion  which 
had  been  commenced  in  favour  of  the  re¬ 
publican  emperor  !  And  accordingly,  our 
president’s  correspondence  with  his  most 
powerful  op|)onent,  had  no  regard  to  consis¬ 
tency  or  truth ;  it  would  for  the  moment 
gull  the  people;  and  that  was  enough. 
Great  God !  How  firmly  knit  must  have 
been  that  hellish,  though  secret,  alliance, 
which  aimed  at  the  destruction  of  human 
liberty,  and  human  happiness  !  And  which 
caused  Mr.  Madison  to  sacrifice  not  only 
the  treasure  and  blood  of  his  countrymen, 
but  all  pretension  to  the  character  of  hones¬ 
ty,  and. even  of  common  veracity ! 

I  had  but  just  committed  these  reflec¬ 
tions  to  paper,  w  hen,  to  my  utter  amazement 
and  discomfiture,  the  following  message 
was  put  into  my  hands!  It  beats  Sir  John 
FalstaJTs  composure  under  palpable  detec¬ 
tion,  ahame  and  contempt,  “  all  the  world  to 
nothing.” 

A  MESSAGE 

OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
To  the  senate  and  house  of  representa'- 
lives  of  the  United  Slates. 

1  lay  before  congress  copies  of  the  treaty  of 


peace  and  amity  between  the  United  States  and 
his  Britannic  majesty,  which  was  signed  by  the 
commissioners  of  both  parties  at  Ghent,  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1314,  and  the  ratifications  oi 
which  have  been  duly  exchanged. 

While  performing  this  act,  I  congratulate  you, 
and  our  constituents,  upon  an  event  which  is 
highly  honourable  to  the  nation,  and  terminateii 
with  peculiar  felicity  a  campaign  signalised  by 
the  most  brilliant  successes. 

The  late  war,  although  reluctantly  declared 
by  congress,  had  become  a  necessary  resort, 
to  assert  the  rights  and  independence  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  It  has  been  waged  with  a  success  which 
is  the  natural  result  of  the  legislative  counsels, 
of  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  of  the  public 
spirit  of  the  militia,  and  of  the  valour  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  naval  forces  of  the  country.  Peace,  at 
all  times  a  blessing,  is  peculiarly  welcome, 
therefore,  at  a  period  w  hen  the  causes  for  the 
war  have  ceased  to  operate ;  when  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  demonstrated  the  efficiency  of  its  pow¬ 
ers  of  defence ;  and  when  the  nation  can  review* 
its  conduct  without  regret,  and  without  re¬ 
proach.' 

I  recommend  to  your  care  and  beneficence, 
the  gallant  men  whose  achievements,  in  every 
department  of  military  service,  on  the  land  and 
on  the  water,  have  so  essentially  contributed  to 
the  honour  of  the  American  name,  and  to  the 
restoration  of  peace.  The  feelings  of  conscious 
patriotism  and  worth  will  animate  such  men, 
under  every  change  of  fortune  and  pursuit;  hut 
their  country  performs  a  duty  to  itself,  when 
it  bestows  those  testimonials  of  approbation  and 
applause,  which  are,  at  once,  the  revvaril,  and 
the  incentive,  to  great  actions. 

The  reduction  of  the  public  expenditures  to 
the  demands  of  a  peace  establishment  will, 
doubtless,  engage  the  immediate  attention  of 
congress.  There  are,  however,  important  con¬ 
siderations  which  Ibrbid  a  sudden  and  general 
revocation  of  the  measures  that  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  war.  Experience  has  taught  us, 
that  neither  the  pacific  dispositions  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people,  nor  tlie  pacific  character  of  their  po¬ 
litical  institutions,  can  altogether  exempt  them 
from  that  strife  which  appears,  beyond  the  or¬ 
dinary  lot  of  nations,  to  be  incident  to  the  actual 
period  of  the  world  ;  and  the  same  faithful  mo¬ 
nitor  demonstrates  that  a  certain  degree  of  pre¬ 
paration  for  war,  is  not  only  indispensable  to 
avert  disaster  in  the  onset,  but  affords  also  the 
best  security  for  the  continuance  of  peace.  The 
wisdom  of  congress  will,  therefore,  I  am  confi¬ 
dent,  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  an  ade¬ 
quate  regular  force ;  for  the  gradual  advance  of 
the  naval  establishment :  for  improving  all  the 
means  of  harbour  defence  ;  for  adding  discipline 
to  the  distinguished  bravery  of  the  militia,  and 
for  cultivating  the  military  art,  in  its  essential 
branches,  under  the  liberal  patronage  of  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  resources  of  our  country  were  at  all 
times,  competent  to  the  attainment  of  every 
national  object ;  biit  they  will  now  be  enriched 
and  invigorated  by  the  activity  which  peace  will 
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introduce  into  all  the  scenes  of  domestic  enter- 
prize  and  labour.  The  provision  that  has  been 
made  for  the  public  creditors,  during  the  present 
session  of  congress,  must  have  a  decisive  effect 
in  the  establishment  of  the  public  credit,  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  The  reviving  interests  of 
commerce  will  claim  the  legislative  attention  at 
the  earliest  opportunity  ;  and  such  regulation 
will,  I  trust,  be  seasonably  devised  as  shall  se¬ 
cure  to  the  ignited  States  their  just  proportion  of 
the  navigation  of  the  world.  The  most  liberal 
policy  towards  other  nations,  if  met  by  corres¬ 
ponding  dispositions,  will,  in  this  respect,  be 
found  the  most  beneficial  policy  towards  our¬ 
selves.  But  there  is  no  subject  that  can  enter 
with  greater  force  and  merit  into  the  delibera¬ 
tion  of  congress,  than  a  consideration  of  the 
means  to  preserve  and  promote  the  manufactures 
which  have  sprung  into  existence,  and  attained 
an  unparallelled  maturity  throughout  the  united 
States  during  the  period  of  the  European  wars. — 
This  source  of  national  independence  and  wealth, 

1  anxiously  recommend  to  the  prompt  and  con¬ 
stant  guardianship  of  congress. 

The  termination  of  the  legislative  session  will 
soon  separate  us,  fellow  citizens,  from  each 
other,  and  restore  you  to  your  constituents.  I 
pray  you  to  bear  with  you  the  expressions  of  my 
sanguine  hope,  that  the  peace  which  has  been 
just  declared,  will  not  only  be  the  foundation  of  j 
tlie  most  friendly  intercourse  between  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  and  Great  Britain,  but  that  it  will 
also  be  productive  of  happiness  and  harmony  in 
every  section  of  our  beloved  country.  The  in¬ 
fluence  of  your  precepts  and  example  must  be 
every  where  powerful ;  and  while  we  accord 
in  grateful  acknowledgements  for  the  protection 
which  Providence  has  bestowed  upon  us,  let  us 
never  cease  to  inculcate  obedience  to  the  laws, 
and  fidelity  to  the  union,  as  constituting  the  pal¬ 
ladium  of  the  national  independence  and  pros¬ 
perity. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

JVashington,  Feb.  18,  1815. 


FOR  THE  EXAMINER. 

One  word,  if  you  please,  Mr.  Examiner, 
to  our  sachems  and  warriors,  by  an 

Observer. 

Wise  and  valorous  gentlemen  !  Have  the 
British,  when  at  war  with  the  French,  a 
right  to  impress  their  seamen  sailing  under 
our  flag  ?  If  they  have  not  that  right,  why 
have  you  tacitly  acknowledged  it  ?  If  they 
have  that  right,  why  did  you  go  to  war  with 
them  about  it  ?  Be  so  kind  as  to  inform  us, 
wise  and  valorous  gentlemen,  whether  you 
have  committed  treason  bv  surrendering  our 
own  rights,  or  murder,  by  attempting  to 
take  aw^ay  the  rights  of  others  ? 

And  now  one  woni,  if  you  please,  to  the 
sovereign  people.  Oh  ye,  my  fellow-citi¬ 
zens,  the  most  intelligent,  the  best  inform¬ 


ed,  of  forked  featherless  bipeds !  T e,  w^ho 
so  generally  and  so  justly  resented  the  sug¬ 
gestion,  that  you  are  your  own  most  dan¬ 
gerous  enemies.  Ye  who  so  lately  rejoic¬ 
ed  at  the  declaration  of  vvar,  and  so  loudly 
rejoice  at  the  proclamation  of  peace;  ye 
creatures  consistent  in  the  supp  ort  of  incon¬ 
sistency,  have  the  goodness  to  ask  youiv 
selves,  what  opinion  the  world  will  enter¬ 
tain  of  you.  You  have  destroyed  thousands, 
and  squandered  millions,  to  change  your 
condition  a  little  for  the  worse.  You  have 
laboured  zealously  for  your  own  destruc¬ 
tion,  and  can  hope,  at  best,  for  the  verdict 
of  a  charitable  inquest  in  other  cases  of felo 
de  s€,  vis,  non  compos  mentis.  Pray  tell  us, 
most  wise  and  worthy  fellow- citizens,  if  the 
worst  enemy  you  have  would  have  treated 
you  worse. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  .General  Jackson 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Headquarters,  7th 
military  district, 

Campt  4  miles  below  New  Orleans^ 
19/^  Janmrpt  1815. 

Last  night,  at  12  o’clock,  the  enemy  pre¬ 
cipitately  decamped  and  returned  to  hia 
boats,  leaving  liehind  him,  under  medical 
attendance,  eighty  of  his  wounded,  inclu¬ 
ding  two  officers,  fourteen  pieces  of  his  Iiea- 
vy  artillery,  and  a  quantity  of  his  shot,  tiav- 
ing  destroyed  much  of  his  powder.  Such 
was  the  situation  of  the  ground  which  he 
abandoned,  and  of  that  through  which  he 
retired,  protected  by  canals,  redoubts,  en¬ 
trenchments,  and  swamps  on  his  right,  and 
the  river  on  his  left,  that  I  could  not,  \vith- 
out  encountering  a  risk,  which  true  fwlicy 
did  not  seem  to  require,  or  to  authorize,  at¬ 
tempt  to  annoy  him  much  in  his  retreat.  We 
took  only  eight  prisoners. 

Whether  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  enemy 
to  ahanilon  the  expeilition  altogether,  or  re¬ 
new  his  efforts  at  some  other  jioints,  I  do 
not  pretend  to  determine  with  posiliveness. 
In  my  own  mind,  however,  there  Is  hut  lit¬ 
tle  doubt  that  his  last  exertions  have  beea 
made  in  this  quarter,  at  any  rate  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  season,  and  by  the  next  I  hone  we  shall 
he  fully  prepared  for  him.  In  this  belief  I 
am  strengthened  not  only  by  the  prodigiouz 
loss  he  has  sustained  at  the  position  he  hat 
.just  quitted,  hut  by  the  failure  of  his  fleet  to 
pass  fort  St.  Philip. 

His  lo.'^s  on  this  ground,  since  the  debark¬ 
ation  of  his  troops,  as  stated  by  all  ♦he  last 
prisoners  and  deserters,  and  as  confirmed  by 
dmany  additional  circumstances,  must  have 


364 


THE  examiner. 


exceeded  four  thousand;  and  was  greater 
in  the  action  of  the  8lh  than  was  estimated, 
from  the  most  correct  data  then  in  his  pos¬ 
session,  by  the  inspector  general,  >vhose  re¬ 
port  has  been  forwarded  to  you.  We  suc¬ 
ceeded,  on  the  8th,  in  getting  from  the  ene¬ 
my  about  1000  stand  of  arms  of  various  de¬ 
scriptions. 

Since  the  action  of  the  8th,  the  enemy 
have  been  allowed  very  little  respite^my 
artillery  from  both  sides  of  the  river  being 
constantly  employed,  till  the  night,  and  in¬ 
deed  until  the  hour  of  their  retreat,  in  an¬ 
noying  them.  No  doubt  they  thought  it 
quite  time  to  quit  a  position  in  which  so  lit¬ 
tle  rest  could  be  found. 

1  am  advised  by  Major  Overton,  who 
commands  at  fort  St.  Philip,  in  a  letter  of 
the  18th,  that  the  enemy  having  bombarded 
his  fort  for  8  or  9  days,  from  13  inch  mor¬ 
tars,  without  effect,  had,  on  the  morning  of 
that  day,  retired.  I  have  little  doubt  that 
he  would  have  been  able  to  have  sunk  their 
vessels  had  they  attempted  to  run  by. 

Giving  the  proper  weight  to  all  tliese  con¬ 
siderations,  1  believe  you  will  not  think  me 
too  sanguine  in  the  belief,  that  Louisiana  is 
now  clear  of  its  enemy.  I  ho|>e,  however,  I 
need  not  assure  you,  that  wherever  I  com¬ 
mand,  such  a  belief  shall  never  occnsion  any 
relaxation  in  the  measures  for  resistance.  1 
I  am  but  too  sensible  that  the  moment  when 
the  enemy  is  opposing  us,  is  not  the  most 
proper  to  provide  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ttrc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Maj.  Gen.  Cornd’e. 

P.  S.  On  the  18th  our  prisoners  on  shore 
were  delivered  to  us,  an  exchange  having 
been  previously  agreed  to.  Those  who  are 
on  board  the  fleet  will  be  delivered  at  Petit 
Coquille — after  which  I  shall  still  have  in 
my  hands  an  excess  of  several  hundred. 

20th — Mr.  Shields,  Purser  in  the  navy, 
has  to-day  taken  54  prisoners;  among  them 
are  four  officers.  A,  J. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  sec’ry  of  war. 

Circttiar  to  the  Marshals  of  the  United  States, 

Office  of  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

Washington,  February  18,  1815. 

Sir. — In  consequence  of  the  ronchisif>n  of  a 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  which  has  been  this  day  proclaimed  by 
the  President,  British  subjects  resident  in  this 
country,  cease  to  be  alien  enemies. 

You  will  therefore  consider  all  restrictions 
heretotore  imposed  on  persons  of  that  descrip¬ 
tion,  (not  prisoners  of  war)  on  account  of  the 


character  attached  to  them  by  the  existence  of 
hostilities,  as  at  an  end  ;  yon  are  requested  to 
take  immediate  measures  to  discharge  all  such 
persons,  within  your  district,  from  any  and 
every  restraint  imposed  on  that  account. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  yonr  iimst  obe¬ 
dient  servant,  J.  MASON. 

Marshall  of  the  district  of 

Marshal’s  Office,  ) 
New- York,  Kehruary  21.  \ 

[IT*  I  do  hereby  give  notice  to  all  British 
siibjf’cts  within  the  district  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  not  prisoners  of  war,  who  have  been  put 
under  restrictions  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  that  they  are  released  therefrom, 
and  disrharged  fmn*  all  restraints  which  have 
been  imposed  on  them  as  alien  enemies. 

JOHN  SMITH,  Marshak 

From  the  Federal  Republican* 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

“  6257  ! ! !” 

STRAYED  OR  STOLEN. 

Six  thoecand  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
poor  impressed  American  seamen.  «'’t  adrift  by 
an  upgratf  f’ll  ronntrv,  and  abandoned  to  the 
rage  of  a  mcrcih  sc  »memy.  The  fast  that  was 
seen  or  heard  of  tl^em  was  on  hoard  the  flouts 
ing  hells'  ofFngland,  where  they  were  exposed 
to  all  the  rigor  and  severe  suffering  of  British 
service.  Any  one  who  will  restore  the  62.57 
impressed  seamen  to  their  families  -^nd  friends, 
shall  he  liberally  rewarded  in  fand«  eonquered 
from  the  Indian  nations,  except  wf'cre  the  same 
has  he^n  re«;torcd  in  conformity  to  the  British 
tr-atv.  Shoidd  the  finder  he  a  Yankee,  and 
profpr  rer*ivin<»^  hi<f  reward  in  codfish,  he  may 
a  ‘^nog  ’Jttfr  fishery  for  himself  on  the  coast 
ot*  Npw  Foundf^*»d,  shoiihf  the  pri'  i lege  be  ex¬ 
tended  in  anv  futor^^  treat'/  with  Fngland.  Or 
shoufd  the  finder  a  dav  fabojircr  h«  may 
empfovment  bv  the  dav,  for  bi^  litv.  time,  *»}th 
lihcrnl  wag<^s,  as  cb  in  carrier  for  the  Rrirish 
surveyors,  who  jrre  to  roo  a  n.Mv,  and  ascertain 
the  boiindarie*:  of  th«*  States.  Should 

he  be  a  srafi»rii»g  man.  he  sh<»ll  be  rewarded  with 
a  license  for  aff  th^  i^a«t  India  tndo  secur*'d  to 
the  United  States.  V  th**  liberal  reward  offered 
dors  not  "estore  to  thoir  family  and  friends,  tho 
62.57  impressed  seamen,  who  are  pinin<r  in  Bri¬ 
tish  prison  ships.  th»dr  case  is  a  ho'-efess  one,  I’fi- 
less  Mr.  riav  the  great  advocate  of  free  trade 
and  sailors’  rigf’ts,  shall  collect  and  bring  them 
all  home  with  him. 


Printed  and  pithlirhrd  hit  P.  GARDENIER, 

NO  34  CEDAR  STREET, 

NEW-YORK. 


